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Our Vision in Action

To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Out-
post of Kingdom Life

Connect, Grow and Go

In an effort to honor our time together 
for the worship service, we at Venice 
Presbyterian Church, decided to high-
light the sanctity of the worship expe-
rience by removing the events portion 
of the bulletin. It is our goal to connect 

each member and guest with Jesus 
Christ. By minimizing distractions, we 
hope that you are able to more easily 
get into a prayerful and grateful state 
of mind.

Our ministries and opportunites to 
serve are not only important to us, but 
also, who we are as a church. The be-
liefs of Venice Presbyterian Church are 
We are Christian, We are Missional, We 
are Evangelical and We are Presbyteri-
an. It is in the spirit of these beliefs that 
we serve. We believe that we are the 
hands and feet of Jesus. We believe 
Jesus Christ must be at the center of 
our lives and making disciples of Jesus 
must be at the core of our ministry. 
We reach out into the community both 
globally and locally following in the 
way of Jesus. 

This bulletin is not only a list of the 
“fun” things we do but a list of opportu-
nities to 1) Connect with other disci-

ples, to experience authentic friendship 
and support; 2) Grow in the habits of 
discipleship, so that Christ is being 
formed in our very selves; 3) Go to 
demonstrate the hope and healing of 
Jesus, so that others may experience 
the fullness of life that God intends.

We have created ways to Connect, 
Grow and Go at Venice Presbyterian 
Church. Each Ministry has included 
programs, events, prayer groups and 
opportunities to volunteer that bring 
us closer to Christ. These events cater 
to families, adults and teens alike. We 
encourage you to participate, share 
and enjoy.

If you have a Christ-Centered Event that you believe follows Our Vision 
and Beliefs and would like it to be included in this bulletin, please submit 
your request on the website at www.venicepres.org/host-your-event-here and 
select the button, Event and Promotion Request Form. You may also visit 
the office for a Bulletin Submission Form. Submissions must be done by the 
3rd Tuesday of each month.
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Children’s Ministry

Kid Connect Team would like to invite 
children and youth of all ages for a 
Thanksgiving Break-feast. Make your 
own pancakes, play games, do crafts, 

and learn the true meaning of thanks-
giving by focusing on gratitude for 
Jesus Christ’s love and sacrifice.

Fellowship Hall, Sunday, Nov 19, 11am

Parents’ Night Out
Time to prepare for the holidays. Take 
advantage of this Parents’ Night Out op-
portunity to have your children well cared 
for, while you take an evening to shop, dec-
orate or take a much needed rest. You are 
welcome to join in the fun, as well.

For only $5 per family, we provide dinner, 
games, crafts, and fun (lot’s of fun) in a 
safe and secure facility with qualified and 
vetted adults. 

Next PNO, kids willl make a special gift for 
their favorite person in Family Life Center 
from 6 - 8pm on December 1. Please regis-
ter online at venicepres.org/events.

A Monthly Family Event

Get Involved! To volunteer for this fun and important ministry, 
contact Paige Pierce, Director of Children’s
Ministry at ppierce@venicepres.org
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Five-week message series

Pillars of the Reformation
October 29: Sola Scripture (Scripture alone)
November 5 (All Saints Sunday): Sola Gratia (Grace alone)
November 12: Sola Fide (Faith alone)
November 19: Solus Christus (Christ alone)
November 26: Soli Deo Gloria (To the Glory of God alone)

In case you missed any part of 
this series, please subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel, like and follow 
Venice Presbyterian Church on 
Facebook or visit our webpage at 

www.venicepres.org. Also, watch 
the Town Hall Meeting and find out 
why our music program is an im-
portant part of our worship service.

WORSHIP MINISTRY
What does the Protestant Reformation mean 500 years later?

Guided by Scripture, we will explore the five principles of the Reformation, 
to help us understand the core beliefs that guide our living.

The holidays are fast approaching and we have 
decorating on the mind. Every year the All 
Things Beautiful committee works tirelessly to 
make sure the VPC Campus looks beautiful. If 
you would like to become a part of this beauti-
fication effort, please join us for decorating the 
sanctuary and Narthex then everyone is going 
out for pizza!  Sunday, November 26, 2pm

Also, our Memorial Poinsettias opportunity is 
going on now. This is a time-honored tradition 
that allows us to adorn the chancel with mean-
ing and beauty in honor of loved ones. White 
Envelopes are in the pews for your donation.

Donations accepted until November 26

All Things Beautiful



Venice Presbyterian Church // 825 The Rialto // Venice // 34285 // 941-488-2258 5

VPC wants to welcome all new 
guests, frequent visitors and 
friends to our worship services. We 
would like to extend an invitation to 
a “meet” with the pastor and get to 
know you and your family.

Nov 12, 10:15
Fellowship Hall

Be a Part of 
Worship

There are many ways to be a part of the 
worship service. Use your skills, passion for 
Christ and desire to serve to enhance the 
experience for you and others. We are in need 
of greeters and ushers. Contact Cris Anderson 
at Canderson@venicepres.org or Connie Sayers 
at csayers@venicpres.org

Communion Sunday, 
November 5

9am Service
Please come forward as directed 
by the ushers.  Gluten-free bread is 
available at the stations between 
the center and outer aisles.  If un-
able to come forward, please raise 
your hand and a server will bring 
communion to you.

11am Service
Communion will be served in the 
pews.  Please hold the bread until 
all have been served so all may 
partake together.  If you prefer 
gluten-free bread, please raise 
your hand and a server will bring 
gluten-free bread to you.

Additional Communion Service, every Wednesday at 9am in the chapel

New Visitors’ Meet & Greet
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Youth Ministry
VPC has a vibrant and 
active youth ministry 
called The Hub. The 
Hub encourages young 
people from grades 
6-12 to actively live 
their faith. The Hub is 
an outreach program 
that educates, inspires and motivates 
teens.

Each week the kids, led by the Youth 
Director, play games designed to 
develop leadership skills, relationship 
management and reinforce com-
passion and understanding. Dinner 
is then provided by one of the many 

volunteers at VPC. Scripture reading 
and application discussion follows.

Our youth program is growing rapidly 
and ranges in age from 6th to 12th 
grades.

Sundays, 6 - 8pm
Youth Room & Room 9

The Praise Band is a group of kids 
that are interested in using music 

to pray and worship. Whether it's 
through singing or playing an in-

strument, The Praise Band meets 
before youth group  to practice and 
perform contemporary spiritual mu-
sic to express their faith. The Praise 
Band also performs at various 
functions throughout the city.

Sundays, 5:30-6pm
Room 6

The Tribe
Every Sunday, after worship service, the Youth 
Director leads a short Bible study for preteens and 
teens that teaches kids how to be Christian leaders 
and self-model behaviors according to Scripture.

Sunday, 11:05-11:20am in Room 6

Praise Band

Change Lives! To volunteer your skills and experience to the 
youth program, contact Conrad Knepp, Director 
of Youth Ministry at cknepp@venicepres.org
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You are cordially invited to “A Story Un-
told”, Pregnancy Solutions’ 15th Annual 
Fundraising Banquet. Come celebrate 
with us as we look at all that God has 
done over the past year through this 
ministry, and look forward to what is 
to come! Dinner is complimentary; an 
opportunity to make a financial gift will 
be extended.

www.facebook.com/PregnancySolutions

IMPACT Team 
(Intentional Ministries 
Promoting Action for Christ 
Together)

Friday, Nov 17, 2pm, Room 8
Monthly

Be a part of the Impact Team and 
make a difference in the lives of your 
community. Work alongside local or-
ganizations by helping with a variety of 
projects that make a difference. All are 
welcome to learn how you can make 
an IMPACT in your local community. 

Help the 
Needy!

Give of your time to those who need it the most, 
contact Paige Pierce, Director of Missions 
Ministry at ppierce@venicepres.org

Family Promise 
Dream Walk 
Join the IMPACT Team for the 
Family Promise Dream Walk. The 
walk will begin and end at VPC. Music, 
refreshemnts and fun are sure to be 
had by all. This event raises awareness 
and funds for the homeless families in 
need.

11/11 Walk begins at 9:00am

Pregnancy Solutions 
Banquet

Missions

NOVEMBER 
Mission Partner
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Missions
Alternate Gift Market

Catalog and Website 
Opportunities available 
November 19

Alternative Gift Market 
in Fellowship Hall
Nov 29 & Dec. 3
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è How this Works
Purchase a “gift” for those in 
need in honor of a loved one. 
Receive a beautiful Christmas 
card reflecting your contribution 
just in time for the holidays. 
Show your love and apprecia-
tion for the special people in 
your life while giving to those 
organizations that help better 
the lives of the needy.

Ways to purchase an Alternative Gift

Visit VPC website 
venicepres.org

Web

Alternative Gift Market
Fellowship Hall

Attend Mail

VPC c/o Alternative Gift Market
825 The Rialto, Venice, FL 34285

Here are a few of our Missions Partners that 
benefit from your Alternative Gift

• COCINA Haiti Institute
Univers

• Laurel Civic Association
• Center of Hope
• Guatemala Clinic
• Trinity’s CAM
• Guatemala Orphans
• Agape Flights

• Habitat for Humanity
• Mission Peniel, Im-

mokalee
• Family Promise
• Pregnancy Solutions
• Helps Intl. Guatemala 

Stove Project
• TCM 
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VPC’s Annual Food Drive

Buddy Break

Missions

Collection for our Annual Food Drive 
begins November 12. Bags will be 
passed out after worship services 
and collected the following week, 
November 19. Please consider 
donating as many families locally still 
struggle to put food on the table.

Volunteers are also needed to help 
transport the food to cars for delivery. 

Please contact Nick Clemmer at 
nclemmer@venicepres.org for more 

information.

Buddy Break provides a safe place 
for VIPs and their siblings to have fun 
and establish meaningful friendships 
with other kids and adults while their 
caregivers get a much-needed FREE 
break from the overwhelming caregiving 
responsibilities. Buddies are friends to 
VIP kids. Volunteer buddies complete 
a Buddy Training 101 program and are 
background checked. Buddy Break is 
every third Saturday of every month.

Nov. Buddy Break  - Give Thanks
(accepting Food Donations 

for Food Bank)
Saturday, Nov 18, 10am - 1pm

Buddy Break 
Children’s Christmas Pageant

Saturday, Dec 16th at 12pm
Sanctuary

Refreshments will be served.

Bell Ringers  for Salvation Army Angel Tree Warehouse

WE NEED YOU!  Last year volunteers from VPC raised over 
$15,000 for the Salvation Army by ringing bells at Publix on 

The Island.  Please join us as we attempt to break our record 
in 2017. We will start ringing on Friday, November 17. You can 

sign up after both services beginning, Sunday, November 12 
or by calling Karen Norwood at 320-492-0612.



Venice Presbyterian Church // 825 The Rialto // Venice // 34285 // 941-488-2258 11

Music and Arts Ministry

TIM ZIMMERMAN AND THE KING’S 
BRASS will be appearing in concert
at Venice Presbyterian Church
on December 9th at both 3:00pm and 
7:00pm.

Tim Zimmerman and The King’s Brass 
present hymn classics with a contem-
porary flair.  The King’s Brass features 
three trumpets, three trombones, 
a tuba, percussion and keyboards.  
These instruments blend together to 
create a time of innovative worship that 
will be enjoyed by all generations.

Secular and sacred music critics alike 
applaud their concerts as “superb in 
every way” and “innovative and well 
played.”  “Truly, an unforgettable expe-
rience!”

The King’s Brass, formed three dec-
ades ago, is comprised of professional 
musicians from across the country, 
who desire to use the instruments 
they love to lead others in praise and 
worship.  Based out of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, the group plays over 120 con-
certs per year from coast to coast as 
well as international destinations.  

The King’s Brass’ most recent record-
ing is titled HOPE.  This CD, released on 
the Summit Records label (www.sum-
mitrecords.com), features the group’s 
flugelhorns and low brass, along with 
special guest the Men of The Chapel 
and Aire Born Strings.

Sat, Dec 9 @ 3pm and 7pm

2017-18 Venice Community 
Concert Series

Join in the 
Music

Our active and vibrant music ministry is always 
looking for volunteers to sing or contribute one’s 
gifts. If interested, contact, Jamal Sarikoki, Director 
of Music Ministry at jsarikoki@venicepres.org

Handbells Tues, 3:30 - 5pm practice
Chancel Choir Wed, 6:30pm rehearsals



Continuing into 2018
In Celebration of our 10th year, we present 
“Masterworks for Organ and Orchestra”. 
Our featured organist is Craig Williams, Or-
ganist and Choirmaster of the famed West 
Point Cadet Chapel USMA. Conducting this 
concert is Williams’ former student, Jamal 
Sarikoki.  Mr. Sarikoki is Director of Music 
at Venice Presbyterian. This will be the first 
concert of its kind in the Venice Commu-
nity Concert series, and will feature Brass 
and Organ works by Strauss and Dupré, 
Poulenc concerto for organ and strings and 
ending with the Guilmant Symphony No.1 
for organ and full orchestra.

Sat, Jan 27 @ 3:00

But Wait, 
There’s More

Christmas In Venice
A Musical 

Celebration Of The 
Season

Starring Brian Gurl, Kath-
erine Alexandra, Michele 

Pruyn & The Holiday Band

An Evening of Beautiful 
Voices and Exhilarating 
Musical Arrangements…

On Wings Of Joy!

Fri, Dec, 15th, 7 pm

Tickets: $20 per person 

(828) 284-2953 

Reserve on line:
BrianGurl.com

At the Church between 
services: Sun, Nov 26 & 
Dec 3 & 10 / At the door

Karen &  Chris 
Romig

Venice’s own roman-
tic duo, Chris & Karen 
Romig, a highlight of 
our concert series, have 
delighted audiences 
across the country 
with their elegant and 
eclectic blend of clas-
sical, jazz, and sacred 
music. We are delighted 
to have them grace our 
stage once again as we 
celebrate our ten-year 
anniversary. 

Fri, Feb 16 @ 7:00

Concluding our 10th 
Anniversary Season, we 
welcome once again, a 
great friend to the series, 
Hector Olivera. Maestro 
Olivera has become one 
of the most sought after 
and revered international 
concert organists of 
the present time. The 
most sophisticated and 
demanding organ aficio-
nados claim that Olivera 
is “one of the greatest 
organists in the world 
today.” 

Fri, March 16 @ 7:00

Hector Olivera

Three Easy Ways to Purchase Tickets

Venice Presbyterian Church’s own Director 
of Ministry, Jamal Sarikoki,  directs his 
mentor

Visit website
venicecommunityconcerts.org

Web

Narthex Welcome 
Center

Box Office Phone

941-488-5525
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Welcome
We welcome all who desire to Connect, Grow and Go 
with our adult ministry. If interested, contact, Chris 
O’Brien, Director of Women’s Ministries at cobrien@
venicepres.org or Nick Clemmer for Men’s Ministries 
at nclemmer@venicepres.org

Women’s Ministry
Bible Studies & Prayer Groups

Health & Wellbeing

Knit One, Pray Too Monday, 12 - 2pm
Women’s Bible Study Mon, 6pm - 7pm
Nomads Bible Study Tues, 9:30 - 11am
Martha’s Circle Tues, 10am - 12pm
Rachel’s Circle Tues, 10am - 12pm

Line Dancing
Mon

10:30 - 11:30am

Holy Yoga
Tues & Fri
9 - 9:30am
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Presbyterian 
Women’s

Christmas Tea
Sign up to volunteer 
to be a hostess after 
service on the patio

Mark your calendar
Saturday, December 2

2 - 4pm
Special 

Performance by 
Stephen Ditchfield 

Christmas Show

Purchase Tickets 
November 19 & 26 
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Men’s Ministry

MOPS (Mothers of Pre-Schoolers)
Every 3rd Thursday

Thursday, November 16, 9:30am - 12pm

Men’s (MnM) Bible Study
Monday

6pm - 7pm

Men’s Discussion Group
Tuesday
8 - 9am

Childcare provided in Family Life Center
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November Recurring Events

Upcoming Special Events for November

Kid Connection Sun, during 11am service
The Tribe Sun, 11:05 - 11:20am
Praise Band Rehearsal Sun, 5:30 - 6pm
The HUB Youth Group Sun, 6 - 8pm
Line Dancing  Mon, 10:30 - 11:30am
Knit One, Pray Too Monday, 12 - 2pm
Women's Bible Study Mon, 6pm - 7pm
Men's (MnM) Bible Study Mon, 6pm - 7pm
Men's Discussion Group Tues, 8 - 9am
Holy Yoga Tues & Fri, 9 - 9:30am
Nomads Bible Study Tues, 9:30 - 11am
Martha's Circle 1st Tues, 10am - 12pm
Rachel's Circle 1st Tues, 10am - 12pm
Handbells Tues, 3:30 - 5pm practice
Communion Services  Wed, 9 - 9:30am 
Revival Prayer Group Wed, 1 - 2:30pm
Chancel Choir Wed, 6:30pm rehearsals
Belle's Bible Study Thur, 9:30am - 12pm
Grace Bible Study Thur, 2 - 3:30pm

Kairos Kingdom Life Connections  Sun, Nov 12, 10:15am, four weeks
Christmas Tea Hostess Sign-up Sun, Nov 12, after both services
New Visitors’ Meet and Greet Sun, Nov 12, 10:15am
Food Drive Sun, Nov 12 & 19, both services
Pregnancy Solution Banquet Tues, Nov 14, 7pm
MOPS (every 1st & 3rd Thur) Thur, Nov 16, 9:30am - 12pm
Buddy Break (every 3rd Sat) Sat, Nov 18, 8am - 3pm
Alternative Gift Market Sun, Nov 26 & Dec 3
(PNO) Thanksiving Break-Feast Sun, Nov 26
All Things Beautiful Decorating Sun, Nov 26, 2pm
& Pizza Party


