
Connect, Grow & Go
To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life

The King’s Brass

Here’s What’s Going on at VPC in December 2017

Sharing the 
Gift of Hope 
Sermon Series
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Our Vision in Action
To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Out-
post of Kingdom Life

Nominating Committee Members

Church Office 
Holiday Hours

In an effort to honor our time together 
for the worship service, we at Venice 
Presbyterian Church, decided to high-
light the sanctity of the worship expe-
rience by removing the events portion 
of the bulletin. It is our goal to connect 

each member and guest with Jesus 
Christ. By minimizing distractions, we 
hope that you are able to more easily 
get into a prayerful and grateful state 
of mind.

Friday, Dec. 22 9am - 12pm
Christmas Day Closed
Tuesday, Dec 26 Closed
New Years Day Closed

Advisors:
Charmaine Ponkratz

Chris Romig
Chris O’Brien 

Dick Edmunds – Chair
Tom Parlette – Co-Chair

Jean Murray
Maria Bickmore

Cindy Gossman
Tom Saye

Carlene Painter

If you have a Christ-Centered Event that you believe follows Our Vision and 
Beliefs and would like it to be included in this bulletin, please submit your re-
quest on the website at www.venicepres.org/host-your-event-here and select 
the button, Event and Promotion Request Form. You may also visit the office 
for a Bulletin Submission Form. Deadline for submissions is the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month.
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Church News
APNC Update

The Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee (APNC) has been working 
diligently since August fine-tuning 
the Mission Information Form (MIF), 
assimilating and organizing pertinent 
questions for the candidates and 
their references, as well as questions 
that the candidates may ask us.  We 
envision this to be a two-way process, 
interviewing candidates, but also the 
candidates interviewing us about VPC.  
As a result, the APNC needed to antic-
ipate what questions the candidates 
may ask, so that we can readily and 
accurately inform the candidate about 
the wonderful things VPC and Venice 
have to offer. 

The MIF describes VPC’s mission, 
demographics and a description of 
how the associate pastor position 
will further VPC’s mission.  It also 
describes expected personal charac-
teristics, tasks and programs for which 
our future Associate Pastor would be 
responsible.  Finally, the MIF requires 
us to select ten competencies out of 33 
that VPC values most in an associate 
pastor.  We then ranked those compe-
tencies from most important to least 
with the top four being; spiritual maturi-
ty, interpersonal engagement, compas-
sion and collaboration.   Candidates 
are matched to our MIF through the 
Presbyterian Church’s (USA); Church 
Leadership Connection (CLC) website, 
and by the competencies candidates 
choose in their Personal Information 
Forms (PIF).  Members of the congre-
gation can review VPC’s MIF in the 
church office and on our website.  We 

received our first PIF’s on October 20 
and to date we have received 37 PIFs 
with 12 of those being self-referrals 
(applicants who applied after studying 
our MIF). To date, there is the expected 
mix of men and women candidates 
from nineteen different states.

A significant amount of time since 
October has been spent by each 
member of the APNC trying to gain as 
much information as possible about 
each candidate by reviewing their PIFs, 
listening to or watching one or more 
sermons online, visiting their current 
church’s website, Linkedin, Facebook, 
personal blogs, and by visiting websites 
of organizations to which they belong.   
We each assess the information and 
then assign a grade of A, B or C to each 
candidate.  The grades are compiled 
and then thoroughly discussed allow-
ing each member to make a case for 
their grade.   Candidates that receive 
5 “C’s” are eliminated from the pool of 
candidates.

We are now at the point that we are be-
ginning to call the references of several 
candidates.   After checking references 
and discussing the feedback received, 
we will schedule Skype interviews.   
Please pray for the APNC as we contin-
ue through the process of discernment 
for the appropriate person to be our 
next Associate Pastor.  Also pray that 
the person that God has chosen to be 
our next Associate Pastor takes the 
steps necessary to end up in our pool 
of candidates.



4 www.venicepres.org 

December 3: Sharing the Gift of Hope: Longing and Praying
December 10: Sharing the Gift of Hope: What’s Your Story?
December 17: Sharing the Gift of Hope: Angels of Mercy
December 24: Sharing the Gift of Hope: Fear Not!

WORSHIP MINISTRY
Sharing the Gift of Hope Holiday Sermon Series

Christmas Eve 
 10am (Traditional)
 5pm & 7pm (Lessons & Carols)
Christmas Day No service

New Year’s Eve 10am
New Year’s Day No Service

We invite you to join us as we 
celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. On December 
24th at 5pm and 7pm come and 
celebrate the season with a Les-
sons and Carols service. This ser-
vice accompanied by choir, organ, 
and brass quintet, will feature the 
singing of traditional Christmas 

carols, Christmas music of the 
African American church, readings 
from scripture of the prophets tell-
ing of the coming Messiah and the 
prophecy fulfilled in the Gospels. 
Join us for this special time as 
we not only celebrate the birth of 
Christ, but as we contemplate the 
reason for his coming.

To make it easier for our greeters and members to 
greet you, get a magnetic name badge (no holes in 
your clothes).  Stop by the Welcome Center in the 
Narthex before or after worship on Sundays or call 
the church office to order your name badge.  We 
would love to recognize you!  Badges are only $5.50 
each.  You do not have to be a member to have one.

The Memorial Poinsettias opportunity 
is going on now. This is a time-honored 
tradition that allows us to adorn the 
chancel with meaning and beauty in 
honor of loved ones. White Envelopes 
are in the pews for your donation. 
Donations accepted until December 14

Holiday Worship Schedule

We’d Like to Say Hello

Memorial Poinettias



Join us in getting acquainted and 
discovering our mission and out-
reach.  Please sign up on line or in 
the Glass House, or email cander-
son@venicepres.org. 

Jan 23, 
Dinner at 5pm

Class at 5:45-7:30pm
Fellowship Hall

Be a Part of 
Worship

There are many ways to be a part of the worship 
service. Use your skills, passion for Christ and 
desire to serve to enhance the experience for 
you and others. We are in need of acolytes 
(Judy Edmunds at 941-488-8949), greeters (Bob 
Jelenchick, robert.jelenchick@gmail.com) and 
ushers (Jane Clemmer, grandysj@yahoo.com).

BEGINNING THE JOURNEY

Communion Sunday, 
December 3
9am Service
Please come forward as directed by 
the ushers.  Gluten-free bread is availa-
ble at the stations between the center 
and outer aisles.  If unable to come 
forward, please raise your hand and a 
server will bring communion to you.

11am Service
Communion will be served in the pews.  
Please hold the bread until all have 
been served so all may partake to-
gether.  If you prefer gluten-free bread, 
please raise your hand and a server will 
bring gluten-free bread to you.

Additional Communion Service, every 
Wednesday at 9am in the chapel

New Members’ Class



Kid Connect Team would like to invite 
children and youth of all ages for an 
Advent-themed kid’s church through 
the month of December. Play 
games, do crafts, and learn about 
the journey and birth of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.

Family Life Center 
beginning Dec. 2 through Dec. 31st

Sundays at 11am 

Parents’ Night Out
Whether it’s “date night” or just “getting 
away from the kids for a few hours” — 
call it whatever you’d like! — sometimes 
you just need an evening to yourselves.

For a stress-free date and a fun time for 
the kids, try Parents’ Night Out on the 
First Fridays of each month, where they’ll 
be highly entertained, fed and worn right 
out while you sneak off to a restaurant 
that doesn’t stock high chairs. And you 
might even save a few bucks.

Cost: Only $5 per family. Recommended 
ages: 4-10

Registration is required and space is limit-
ed. Register at www.VenicePres.org.

A Monthly Family Event

Have a desire to Connect Kids to Christ?  Join the Kid Connect Team.  Next 
meeting is a Christmas Luncheon in Glass House December 6th at 12:30. 
Bring some cookies and some ideas to exchange. contact Paige Pierce, 
Director of Children’s Ministry at ppierce@venicepres.org

Upcoming Schedule
DECEMBER 1st, Family Life Center
Gingerbread Houses & Reindeer 
Games

JANUARY 5th, Family Life Center
PJ’s and pancakes

FEBRUARY 2nd, Family Life Center
Be My Valentine

Children’s Ministry
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Youth Ministry

VPC has a vibrant and active youth 
ministry called The Hub. The Hub en-
courages young people from grades 
6-12 to actively live their faith. The 
Hub is an outreach program that edu-
cates, inspires and motivates teens.

Each week the kids, led by the Youth 
Director, play games designed to 
develop leadership skills, relationship 
management and reinforce com-

passion and understanding. Dinner 
is then provided by one of the many 
volunteers at VPC. Scripture reading 
and application discussion follows.

Our youth program is growing rapidly 
and ranges in age from 6th to 12th 
grades.

Sundays, 6 - 8pm
Youth Room & Room 9

The Hub 

CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Praise Band is a group of kids 
that are interested in using music 
to pray and worship. Whether it's 
through singing or playing an instru-
ment, The Praise Band meets before 
youth group  to practice and perform 

contemporary spiritual music to 
express their faith. The Praise Band 
also performs at various functions 
throughout the city.

Sundays, 5:30-6pm, Room 6

The Tribe
Every Sunday, after worship service, the Youth 
Director leads a short Bible study for preteens and 
teens that teaches kids how to be Christian leaders 
and self-model behaviors according to Scripture.

Sunday, 11:05-11:20am in Room 6

Praise Band

Change Lives! To volunteer your skills and experience to the 
youth program, contact Conrad Knepp, Director 
of Youth Ministry at cknepp@venicepres.org

Christmas Celebration
Games, Food & Fun
Sunday, Dec 17, 6 - 8pm
Youth Room & Room 9



Music and Arts Ministry

TIM ZIMMERMAN AND THE KING’S BRASS will kick off the 2017-2018 Concert 
Series at Venice Presbyterian Church on Saturday, December 9th at both 3:00pm 
and 7:00pm. Tickets are still available.

 “superb in every way” “innovative and well played.”  “Truly, 
an unforgettable experience!”

Organ Donation Fund Update

Join in the 
Music

Our active and vibrant music ministry is always 
looking for volunteers to sing or contribute one’s 
gifts. If interested, contact, Jamal Sarikoki, Director 
of Music Ministry at jsarikoki@venicepres.org

Handbells Tues, 3:30-5pm practice
Chancel Choir Wed, 6:30pm rehearsals

We are excited to announce that we have not only 
met but exceeded our goals for the purchase of a new 
organ. We are so blessed to have such an outpouring 
of generosity from our members and friends. It is with 
great appreciation that we move forward with this 
important new project.

Join Us for Song & Worship 
All are Welcome!

Save the Date 
Weekend of Jazz
starts January 20
Details to follow

2017-18 Venice Community 
Concert Series



Continuing into 2018 In Celebration of our 10th year, we present 
“Masterworks for Organ and Orchestra”. Our 
featured organist is Craig Williams, Organist 
and Choirmaster of the famed West Point Ca-
det Chapel USMA. Conducting this concert is 
Williams’ former student, Jamal Sarikoki.  Mr. 
Sarikoki is Director of Music at Venice Presby-
terian. This will be the first concert of its kind 
in the Venice Community Concert series, and 
will feature Brass and Organ works by Strauss 
and Dupré, Poulenc concerto for organ and 
strings and ending with the Guilmant Sympho-
ny No.1 for organ and full orchestra.

Sat, Jan 27 @ 3:00

Christmas In Venice
A Musical Celebration Of 

The Season
Fri, Dec, 15th, 7 pm
Tickets: $20 per person 
(828) 284-2953
BrianGurl.com or at the door

Karen &  
Chris Romig

Venice’s own roman-
tic duo, Chris & Karen 
Romig, a highlight of our 
concert series, have de-
lighted audiences across 
the country with their el-
egant and eclectic blend 
of classical, jazz, and 
sacred music. We are 
delighted to have them 
grace our stage once 
again as we celebrate 
our ten-year anniversary. 

Fri, Feb 16 @ 7:00

Concluding our 10th 
Anniversary Season, we 
welcome once again, a 
great friend to the series, 
Hector Olivera. Maestro 
Olivera has become one 
of the most sought after 
and revered internation-
al concert organists of 
the present time. The 
most sophisticated and 
demanding organ aficio-
nados claim that Olivera 
is “one of the greatest 
organists in the world 
today.” 

Fri, March 16 @ 7:00

Hector Olivera

Three Easy Ways to Purchase Tickets

Venice Presbyterian Church’s own Direc-
tor of Ministry, Jamal Sarikoki,  directs 
his mentor

Visit website
venicecommunityconcerts.com

Web

Narthex Welcome 
Center

Box Office Phone

941-488-5525

Starring 

Brian Gurl, 
Katherine Alexandra, 
Michele Pruyn
& The Holiday Band

Christmas
Brian Gurl Presents

A Musical Celebration 
of the Season
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$20.00 per 
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(828) 284-2953 for reservations
Online: BrianGurl.com

At the Church between services: 
Sun Nov 26, Dec 3 & 10 - 10:00am -11:00am

12:00am -1:00pm  |    At the door

in Venice
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Help the 

Needy!
Give of your time to those who need it the 
most, contact Paige Pierce, Director of 
Missions Ministry at ppierce@venicepres.org

Missions
December Mission Partner
HELPS International
VPC Stove Teams participate in the integrated poverty reduction pro-
grams of Helps International in Guatemala. The stoves and water filters 
we install address primary needs and bless impoverished families with 
improved health, economic savings and hope in the God who directs our 
way.
VPC will be sponsoring a team to assist rural Guatemalan families by 
installing life-saving stoves and water filters on March 11-20, 2018. If 
you would like to participate in this joy, please email Jim & Lois Weeks 
(jimloisweeks@yahoo.com) or Paige Pierce (ppierce@venicepres.org). Or 
please consider assisting one of our stove team members with a financial 
sponsorship. Financial contributions can be made online or by using the 
yellow envelopes in the pews for the month of December.

Buddy Break is a growing ministry 
to the Venice community done in 
partnership between Nathaniel’s 
Hope and local churches across 
the nation. On the 3rd Saturday of 
the month, this program provides 
respite and a variety of activities for 
special needs children. If you would 
like to volunteer to be a “Buddy” or 
would like to enroll your child(ren) 
in the program, please contact the 
office for details. Dec. 15, 9am, Fellowship Hall

Buddy Break Pageant, Dec 15, 12pm Sanctuary, 
Reception immediately follows.
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IMPACT Team 
(Intentional Ministries Promoting 
Action for Christ Together)

Friday, Nov 17, 2pm, Room 8
Monthly

The IMPACT Team is a group of missional disci-
ples who serve the community and bring the love 
of Christ in a monthly outreach.  To join the team 
or get involved, contact Paige Pierce to sign up.

This month, the IMPACT Team will serve Sal-
vataion. Impact Team will serve Salvation Army 
in sorting and packaging toys and donations 
received from the Angel Tree program.

Dec. 15  Salvation Army
Jan. 13  Habitat for Humanity
Feb. 10  Hot Dogs & Haircuts
 For the Homeless

Family Promise Host Week
Dec 10-16, Family Life Center

We will host several local families with minor 
children who are in temporary need of housing. 
Family Promise is a faith-based organization 
who enables the community to work together to 
address the needs of children without a home by 
providing temporary shelter, meals, and com-
prehensive services to their family to help them 
achieve lasting self-sufficiency. If you would like 
to serve during a host week, please contact the 
office for more information.

Alternate Gift Market

Thank you so much for your 
participation in the Alternative 

Gift Market. Donations are 
still accepted online at www.

venicepres.org

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Once again, VPC will be 
ringing the bell at Publix 
this holiday season Nov. 
21st through Dec.24th. 
We have slots to fill, 
please consider joining 
us in making a difference 
for the Salvation Army 
in Venice. Sign up on the 
patio after worship. Call 
Karen Norwood at 320-
492-0612.

Thank You!

VPC’s Annual Food Drive 
was a huge success. We 
appreciate everyone’s 
generous contribution.
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Welcome
We welcome all who desire to Connect, Grow and Go 
with our adult ministry. If interested, contact, Chris 
O’Brien, Director of Women’s Ministries at cobrien@
venicepres.org or Nick Clemmer for Men’s Ministries 
at nclemmer@venicepres.org

Martha’s Circle Tues, 10am - 12pm, Room 6
Rachel’s Circle Tues, 10am - 12pm, Room 8

Adult Ministry

The Book of James –  Jennifer 
Mathewson Speer is a gifted and com-
pelling teacher of the Word. 

Beginning Jan 10 through Feb 7, 10 - 
11:30am, Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $10 
for materials.  Please register online at 
www.venicepres.org or sign-up in the 
Glass House.

Kingdom Living Fellowship (Formerly 
Kairos Connections) meets Sunday at 
10:15AM, immediately following worship 
in room 9. Starting December 3 this 
groups will begin a study on the “Adven-
tures of Advent”. All are welcome and en-
couraged to join. The format of the study 
will begin with discussion of the sermon, 
a short video and then discussion on 
the video content. Join this welcoming 
and vibrant Kingdom Life Group to grow 
together in Christ!

Space is very limited.

Jennifer Mathewson Speer, 
Women’s 7 Week Bible Study

Kingdom Living Fellowship 

Women’s Bible Studies

Nomads Bible Study -To explore together the 
Bible and its message, and to learn how we 
can incorporate the message into our lives in 
order to stregthen our faith. 
Anna Marie Brummett 847-309-8005 / Gail 
Favaloro 847-309-8005

Tues, 9:30 - 11am, through April 17, Room 11
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Health & Wellbeing
All in Fellowship Hall

Line Dancing, Mon, 10:30 - 11:30am
Holy Yoga, Tues & Fri, 9 - 9:30am
MOPS (Mothers of Pre-Schoolers)
Every 3rd Thursday, 9:30am - 12p
Childcare provided in Family Life 
Center

VPC Book Club
VPC Book Group will meet on December 6 at 1:00 in Room 9 to discuss The Un-
derground Railroad  by Colson Whitehead.  Everyone is welcome.

VPC Book List for 2017-2018
December 6 UNDERGROUND RAILROAD by Colson Whitehead
January 3 HOME FRONT by Kristin Hannah
February 7 AMERICA'S FIRST DAUGHTER by Stephanie Dray & Aura Kamole
March 7 A MAN CALLED OVE by Frederick Backman
April 4 THE STORIED LIFE OF A.J. FICKRY by Gabrielle Zevin
May 2 LUNCHEON OF THE BOATING PARTY by Susan Vreeland

Men’s Bible Studies

Life Groups
Thursday Morning Life Group
This women's group will study Daniel.  
Starts Jan 11. Held at 408 Laurel 
Lake Drive, #104 Venice. Space is lim-
ited due to home size. Sign up in the 
Glass House starting December 10. 

Space is limited so sign up quickly!

Men’s (MnM) Bible Study
Monday, 6pm - 7pm

Men’s Discussion Group
Discussion of recent church activites 
and current events. All men attending 
VPC and their guests are welcome. 
Walt Stewart, 480-1629
Tues, 8am - 9am

Tuesday Morning Men's Bible Study
The Tuesday morning men's Bible 
study is open to all men, including 
members, friends and visitors. The 
men will read and discuss the Gospel 
of Matthew.
Dick Edmunds, kcid1961@gmail.com
Jan 9 through April 24, 9am - 10am
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Care & Compassion Ministry

Why Am I in Pain?
“When all the world is rejoic-
ing, why am I in pain?”  
Christmas is supposed 
to be a time of joy, but for 
many people it brings only 
sadness and painful mem-
ories.  A Stephen Minister 
can provide extra support 
and a listening ear during 
this difficult season.
Please call:
Lois Armstrong 496-9414
Marcia Bickmore 488-9379 
Dick Warde 497-7750

Hospitalized:
Al Harvie
Doris McGregor
Comfort for the Families of:
Ruth Durham (11/23)
Lillian Keller (11/11)
John Maske (11/25)
Charles McGregor (11/28)

Memorial Service 
Lloyd Duncan, VPC Chapel 
Thursday, December 7 at 11 
am.
John Maske was held at VPC 
on Friday, December 1 at 2 pm.

Knit One, Pray Too
Shawls and baby hats are knitted by a group of ladies. Upon 
completion, a final blessing is offered before the items are 
sent on their way. The blessing ripples from person-to-person, 
with both the giver and receiver feeling the unconditional em-
brace of a sheltering, mothering God!

Stephen Ministers

New Prayer Concerns



Venice Presbyterian Church // 825 The Rialto // Venice // 34285 // 941-488-2258 15

Memorial Service/
Receptions
Memorial Services are a special 
way to remember those we love.  
After services, it is common for 
the family to want to spend time 
visiting and reminiscing with 
each other.  VPC offers a cook-
ies and coffee reception after 
each memorial service so that 
families are able to visit with 
their loved ones.

Prayer Groups
Please submit any special inten-
tions to our prayer groups. We 
have active groups that meet 
on a regular basis and hold your 
intention in their hearts and 
minds during prayer.

Transitions Class

There is no need to 
Suffer alone

Contact Donna at 800-4196 or 832-723-0527 
Starting Mon, Jan 15 through Mon Feb, 19 , 9:30 am to 11:30 am

Classes available every six months

Coping with the loss of someone or 
something you love is one of life’s big-
gest challenges. Often, the pain of loss 
can feel overwhelming. You may experi-
ence all kinds of difficult and unexpect-
ed emotions, from shock or anger to 
disbelief, guilt, and profound sadness. 
The pain of grief can also disrupt your 
physical health, making it difficult to 
sleep, eat, or even think straight. These 
are normal reactions to significant loss. 
But while there is no right or wrong way 
to grieve, there are healthy ways to cope 
with the pain that, in time, can ease your 
sadness and help you come to terms 
with your loss, find new meaning, and 
move on with your life.
If you are experiencing a significant loss, 
join us for this 6 week support group.
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CHRISTMAS
New Year

M E R R Y

&  A  B L E S S E D

F R O M  T H E  S T A F F  AT  V E N I C E 
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H


