
Connect, Grow & Go
To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life

Here’s What’s Going on at VPC in February 2018

What's Next? Exploring 
Senior Living Options

Venice 
Community 

Concert Series 
continues

Karen & Chris 
Romig

PW Garage & Bake Sale
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To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life

Our Vision in Action

Worship Service Hours
Sunday, 9:00am & 11:00am
Communion
Wednesday, 9:00am

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 4:00pm
Friday, 9:00am - 12:00pm

Phone 941-488-2258

Get to know your Staff Liaison
Office Manager  Cris Anderson (canderson@venicepres.org)

Adult Ministry  Chris O'Brien, ExecutiveDirector

    (cobrien@venicepres.org)

Care & Compassion  Pastor Burke Johnson / Pastor Chris Romig / 

    Cris Anderson (canderson@venicepres.org)

Children’s' Ministry  Chris O'Brien

Financial Ministry  Kim Curran (kcurran@venicepres.org)

    Megan Lechlitner (Financial Secretary)

Missions   Chris O'Brien

Music & Worship Arts Jamal Sarikoki (jsarikoki@venicepres.org)

Worship Ministry  Pastor Chris Romig (cromig@venicepres.org)

    Connie Sayers (csayers@venicepres.org)

Youth Ministry & A/V Conrad Knepp (cknepp@venicepres.org)

Communications  Kelly Wensley (kwensley@venicepres.org)

If you have a Christ-Centered Event that you believe follows Our Vision and 
Beliefs and would like it to be included in this bulletin, please submit your 
request on the website at www.venicepres.org/host-your-event-here and select 
the button, Event and Promotion Request Form. You may also visit the office 
for a Bulletin Submission Form. Deadline for submissions is the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.

Room Request or Event Promotion



APNC News

Academic Scholarships 
Available

PLEASE NOTE: VPC Campus will be closed to most groups from February 
25 through March 3 due to the PW 31st Annual Garage Sale. Please contact 
your staff liason to see if your group is affected or if you have any ques-
tions. Calendar will resume as normal following the Garage Sale.

Congregational Update
Beginning on August 15, 2017, 
the Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee has reviewed 45 potential 
candidates for our position.  Our 
candidate pool consists of a balance 
of men and women.  The experience 
ranges from pastors completing their 
first position to seasoned solo pastors 
and pastors who came to the ministry 
as a second career.  Each candidate 
is being thoroughly researched and in 
many cases has been asked a series 
of follow up questions.  With the 
candidate’s permission references are 
being called for their impressions of 
the candidates.

The APNC has used Skype technology 
to interview nine serious candidates.  
Our next step will be to schedule a 
second interview with the two or 
three most promising candidates with 
Pastor Chris and Executive Director, 
Christine O’Brien in attendance.  Our 
goal is, with the Holy Spirit’s influence, 
to gain a consensus on the candidate 
who is the best fit for our position and 
for Venice Presbyterian Church.

Members of Venice Presbyterian 
Church, their immediate family 
members and mission partners 
approved by the Mission Committee 
are eligible for scholarships to be used 
for tuition to fully accredited colleges, 
universities and technical schools.

Scholarships are granted based on:

• Service to church, school, 
community

• Academic Standing

• Justifiable financial need

• Extenuating circumstances

Scholarship applications are available 
online after January 8, 2018 and must 
be completed by March 15, 2018
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WORSHIP MINISTRY
Mark your Calendars

Beginning the Journey is for any-
one who is interested in learning 
more about Venice Presbyterian 

Church and interested in exploring 
the possibility of formally connect-
ing with VPC as a member or affil-
iate member.  You’re welcome to be 
part of this 5-session class, whether 
you’ve only been attending VPC for a 
few weeks or a number of years.

2018 SPRING SCHEDULE
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27
April 3

You’re strongly encouraged to ar-
range your calendar to attend all five 
sessions of the series.  Sessions be-
gin at 5:30pm with a catered dinner 
in the Fellowship Hall, which offers 
an opportunity to get to know other 
people who are beginning their jour-
ney at VPC…plus an evening without 
cooking!  Dinner will be followed by 
a time of informative and interac-
tive teaching and conversation.  We 
will also take time to tour the church 
campus, to learn a little about VPC’s 
history, and to describe our vision for 
the present and future.  Most of all, we 
hope to provide each participant with 
an individualized plan for continuing 
the spiritual journey as part of the 
VPC family.

At the end of the five sessions, par-
ticipants have the opportunity to be-

come members or affiliate members 
of Venice Presbyterian Church.  (Affili-
ate member is a designation for those 
who hold membership in another 
church where they primarily reside; 
being an affiliate member is a way for 
snowbirds to formally connect with 
VPC.) 

To register:

1. Contact Cris Anderson (cander-
son@venicepres.org), or

2. Sign up in the Church Office or 
on Sunday mornings at the Glass 
House Information Center.  

Registration for the whole 5-week 
experience is $10 per person (to help 
cover cost of the meal and materials).  
On behalf of the whole Beginning the 
Journey team, I hope you’ll join us!



Be a Part of 
Worship

There are many ways to be a part of the worship 
service. Use your skills, passion for Christ and 
desire to serve to enhance the experience for 
you and others. We are in need of acolytes 
(Judy Edmunds at 941-488-8949), greeters (Bob 
Jelenchick, robert.jelenchick@gmail.com) and 
ushers (Jane Clemmer, grandysj@yahoo.com).

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, February 14, 6pm

Please join us for a time of scripture, prayer, 
meditation and communion as we begin the 
Lenten season. May this be one of many 
impactful moments as you contemplate the 
ministry, death, and resurrection of our Lord.

Communion Sunday, February 4
9am Service
Please come forward as directed by the 
ushers.  Gluten-free bread is available 
at the stations between the center and 
outer aisles.  If unable to come forward, 
please raise your hand and a server will 
bring communion to you.

11am Service
Communion will be served in the pews.  
Please hold the bread until all have 
been served so all may partake to-
gether.  If you prefer gluten-free bread, 
please raise your hand and a server will 
bring gluten-free bread to you.

Additional 
Communion 

Service, every 
Wednesday at 

9am in the Chapel



Register your child/children in the 
Narthex before 11AM service. We 
provide Children's Church for children 
ages K - 5th Grade. Children will sit with 
their parents for a portion of worship 
and will then be dismissed at a specific 
time to join their teachers at the back of 
the church for a Biblically based time of 
teaching. 

We will use "The Story" curriculum for 
the next 32 weeks to help our children 
understand, on their level, the Bible! 
There are handouts to help our families 

connect through the week and be able 
to talk about who God is on a deeper 
level! Our goal is to plant seeds that 
will grow throughout the lives of our 
children so they Connect, Grow, and Go 
with God!

Immediately following worship parents 
can pick up their children in the Library, 
located at the end of the walkway, 
and then enjoy fellowship in the Glass 
House as a family!

Join Our Fantastic Teaching Staff for 
Children's Church beginning February 11th! 

Please Note: Nursery care available during 11:00am for ages 3 & under
Also, Parents' Night Out will be cancelled for the month of March

Children’s Ministry

Join the Children's Ministry Team.  Contact 
Chris O'Brien at cobrien@venicepres.orgLove Kids?
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VPC has a vibrant and active youth ministry called The Hub.  The Hub 
encourages young people from grades 6-12 to actively live their faith and 
meets weekly on Sunday evenings at 6 pm with the mission of spiritually 

educating young people and engaging them in biblical discussion with lessons 
applicable to their daily lives.  Led by Youth Direc-
tor, Conrad Knepp, the attending kids learn how 
to dive in the Word and study for themselves, find 
encouraging and guiding scripture, and ultimately 
establish their own foundation for becoming a dis-
ciple of Christ.  The evening also includes worship 
time lead by the youth praise band, a meal, and 
a short recreation period before getting into the 
discussion topic of the evening.

Sundays, 6 - 8pm, Youth Room & Room 9

Youth Ministry
The Youth Praise Band has become a popular part of our music 
ministry area here at VPC.  The members range from grades 6-12 and 
practice once a week on Sunday evenings at 5:30. Anyone wishing to 
join the group rotation or book them for a hosted event may contact 
Youth Director Conrad Knepp.  The group includes guitarists, percus-
sion, keyboards, bass, and multiple vocalists and the set list is a range 
of contemporary Christian music.

Sundays, 5:30-6pm, Youth Room

Youth Praise Band

the Hub

Great Cooks Needed! 
Show off your cooking skills to a 
group that will appreciate it! Pro-
vide dinner (for about 20 people) on 
Sunday nights for our growing youth 
program (The Hub). Contact Karen 
Romig via email at romig2000@msn.
com for information.

Sundays, 5:30-6pm, Room 6

Change Lives! To volunteer your skills and experience to the 
youth program, contact Conrad Knepp, Director 
of Youth Ministry at cknepp@venicepres.org
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Music and Arts Ministry

Last two of the series!

This Concert sells ou
t every 

year. Get your tickets now!

Visit website
venicecommunityconcerts.com

Narthex Welcome 
Center

941-488-5525
WebBox Office Phone3 Easy Ways 

to Purchase 
Tickets

Karen & Chris Romig

Concluding our 10th Anniversary Sea-
son, we welcome once again, a great 
friend to the series, Hector Olivera. 
Maestro Olivera has become one of the 
most sought after and revered interna-
tional concert organists of the present 
time. The most sophisticated and de-
manding organ aficionados claim that 
Olivera is “one of the greatest organists 
in the world today.” 

Friday, March 16 @ 7:00

2017-18 VENICE COMMUNITY CONCERT SERIES

From the opening notes of 
Debussy’s ethereal "Claire de Lune" 
to a fiery finale from Bizet’s "Car-
men", Karen and Chris (Venice’s own 
romantic duo) will offer an elegant 
and eclectic assortment of musical 
valentines.  The program of music 
for flute and piano will also include 
Grieg’s "Wedding Day" at Troldhau-
gen, Hoagy Carmichael’s shim-
mering "Stardust", a world-famous 
Tango, and songs by Gershwin 
and Mancini featuring the Romig 
Family Jazz Combo.

Friday, February 16 @ 7:00

Hector Olivera
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Join in the 
Music

Our active and vibrant music ministry is 
always looking for volunteers to sing or 
contribute one’s gifts. If interested, contact 
Jamal Sarikoki, Director of Music Ministry at 
jsarikoki@venicepres.org

Great News! 
The organ is coming along 
faster than expected and 
Jamal will be going to 
Allentown, PA to check on 
the progress the end of 
February before it arrives 
to Venice.

Mark you Calendar

Organ Delivery Update

Piano / Orchestra Duet
Featuring Jamal Sarikoki & 
Pianist, Michelle Kuhl
This concert will be a dedication of the 
new instruments to the Glory of God 
and for the worship of God here at Ven-
ice Presbyterian Church. Tickets will 
be $15 and portions of each ticket sale 
will go to supporting one local and one 
international mission organization.

Sunday, April 8 

Handbells Practice Tues, 3:30-5pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsals Wed, 7-8:30pm

Join Us for 
Song & Worship
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Help the 
Needy!

Give of your time to those who need it the 
most, contact Chris O'Brien@venicepres.org

Missions
February Moment for Mission, February 11
Clinica Medica Salvatore / Orphans Guatelmala

VPC’s involvement with this clinic 
began in 2007 when Frank Ebetino, 
(elder), visited the Estradas in Guate-
mala.  Dr. Erick had been approached 
by the elders of El Cortijo to establish 
a much needed medical clinic. With 
VPC support, a 2 story clinic was built. 
Over the past 10 years, a 2 story chapel 
(2013) and a pediatric wing (2017), 
funded by the extended Ebetino family 
and friends were added.  VPC is a ma-
jor contributor toward medical equip-
ment, pharmaceuticals and operational 
expenses. Due to the poverty of the vil-
lage, patients are charged very modest 
fees for medical and dental services.

This Christian, holistic health facility 
supports a number of other initiatives 
that address physical, mental and 

spiritual health.  With the motto “Salud 
Que Transforma” ( “Health That Trans-
forms”), and staffed by fully qualified 
local practitioners, its services include:

1. ‘Jornadas’ or ‘mobile day clinics’ 
which deliver health care to outly-
ing villages and workers on coffee 
and sugar plantations.

2. Nutrition Program that provides a 
hot meal to over 100 malnourished 
children twice weekly.

3. Nursing Assistant Program. This 
one year course with a recognized 
diploma, equips graduates to 
return to their villages with em-
ployment skills, helping combat 
poverty. 

ORPHANS

In addition to an adopted family of 5 
Mayan orphans, the Estradas are often 
asked by Christian Mayan parents to 
take and educate their children.

Your generous giving enables these 
programs to continue, showing God’s 
love to the poorest of His children in 
practical ways.

I will show you my faith by my good 
deeds.

James 2:18
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Pregnancy Solutions' Walk for Life

Come and celebrate life as we walk and raise money to support Pregnancy Solu-
tions on Saturday, February 24 at Maxine Barritt Park. Register online at www.
pswalkforlife.org or stop by the Walk for Life information table after service for 
more information on February 11th or February 18th.

February 24th

Save the Date: Venice Presbyterian Church 
Buddy Break Appreciation Dinner

Join us as we recognize our volunteers who are devoted 
to the Buddy Break program.

April 4,  5:30 - 9:30pm, Fellowship Hall

3 Cents A Meal
On the last Sunday of every month, your spare 
change is collected and distributed evenly to our 
four local food pantries. Through your donations 
Center of Hope, Community Assistance 
Ministries, South County Food Pantry, and All 
Faith's Food Bank have received over 17,000 
pounds of food to local families in need. On 
Sunday, February 25, please visit Christine Hart at 
the table in the Narthex and exchange or pick up 
a food container. Every penny counts.

Buddy Break provides a safe place 
for VIPs (kids with physical, cognitive, 
medical, hidden disability, chronic or 
life-threatening illness, or those who 
are medically fragile) and their siblings 
to have fun and establish meaningful 
friendships with other kids and adults 
while their caregivers get a much-need-
ed FREE break from their overwhelming 
caregiving responsibilities. Buddies are 
friends to VIP kids. Volunteer buddies 

complete a Buddy Training 101 pro-
gram and are background checked.

SERVE
If you would like to visit for the day and 
see if Buddy Break would be a good 
fit for you, contact Chris O'Brien for 
details.

February 17, 10am - 1pm
Third Saturday of Every Month

Fellowship Hall
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Tell your friends!

Mission Trips
What’s Next? 

Exploring 
Options for 

Senior Living

Stephen Ministers
Don't Suffer Alone
If you are sad or struggling, don't suffer alone.  Ask for help.  We've got a 
team of Stephen Ministers who are prepared to provide confidential one-
to-one care, encouragement and support to help you through a difficult 
time.  To find out more please call:

Lois Armstrong, 496-9414
Marcia Bickmore 488-9379

Pastor Burke Johnson 488-2258

Care & Compassion Ministry

The Venice Presbyterian Church 
has invited industry experts to 
shed light on the complex and 
emotional decisions that face 
many seniors in Venice. Options in 
senior living range from in-home 
care to resort like living at Indepen-
dent or Assisted Living facilities. 
Helping seniors to be proactive in 
preserving one’s quality of life is 
the ultimate goal of this free and 
educational presentation. 
The good news is that available 
facilities are not what many con-
jure up as the nursing homes of 
their grandparent’s generation. 

Unfortunately, seniors often find 
themselves needing to make a de-
cision under duress after a hospital 
stay, at the hands of well-meaning 
family members or representatives 
from the government.
This informational presentation 
is open to all. It was developed by 
VPC Stephen Ministers in response 
to voiced community needs. Any 
and all from the community are 
welcome to attend. Come explore 
the possibilities.

March 8th, 2-3:30PM
Fellowship Hall
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Adult Ministry

Lunch Bunch
Breaking Bread Together 
in Our Home

2018 Lenten 
Worship Guide

Now Available!
Copies are available 
in the pews in the 
sanctuary or in the 
church office.

Attend a lunch for 6 people and 
bring assigned food item or 
host a lunch for 6 people and 
provide the main lunch item.
3 Ways to Register 
1. In the glass house
2. Online at www.venicepres.

org/events
3. Call VPC @ 488-2258
Registration closes February 18. 
For more information, contact 
Jean Peters at 484-6333

Saturday, February 24, 1:00pm
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Adult Ministry

Explore the New Testament letter of 1 Peter, 
written to encourage people going through 
difficult times. Pastor Chris will lead a midweek 
gathering for Prayer and Bible Study. 

Wednesday, 6 -7pm, Sanctuary

Kingdom Living Fellowship 
How do we translate what
Discussion of the sermon, a short video and then 
discussion on the video content. All are welcome and 
encouraged to join. Join this welcoming and vibrant 
Kingdom Life Group to grow together in Christ!

Sunday at 10:15AM, Room 9

VPC Book Club (VPC Book List for 2017-2018)

Monday Night Mens (MnM) 
(all men welcome) 
 6pm - 7pm, Glass House

Men’s Discussion Group
Informal discussion of 
recent church activites 
and current events. All 
men attending VPC and 
their guests are welcome. 
Includes coffee and break-
fast pastry. 
Walt Stewart, (wahastew-
art@gmail.com) 
Tues, 8am - 9am, Room 11

Tuesday Morning Men's Bible 
Study
The Tuesday morning 
men's Bible study is open 
to all men, including 
members, friends and 
visitors. The men will read 
and discuss the Gospel of 
Matthew.
Dick Edmunds, kcid1961@
gmail.com
9:15 - 10:15am, Glass House

Jan 3 HOME FRONT by Kristin Hannah
Feb 7 AMERICA'S FIRST DAUGHTER
 by Stephanie Dray & Aura Kamole
Mar 7 A MAN CALLED OVE
 by Frederick Backman
April 4 THE STORIED LIFE OF A.J. FICKRY  
 by Gabrielle Zevin
May 2 LUNCHEON OF THE BOATING PARTY 
 by Susan Vreeland

First Wednesday of the month
1 - 2pm in Room 8 

Everyone is welcome.

Mens' Corner

Holy Yoga, Mon & Fri, 9 - 9:30am
Line Dancing, Mon, 10:30 - 11:30am
MOPS, 1st & 3rd Thursday, 9:30am - 12pm
Childcare provided in Family Life Center

Health & Wellbeing
(All in Fellowship Hall)

Midweek Prayer and Bible Study
with Pastor Chris Romig
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In addition to holding monthly luncheons (3rd Tuesday 
of the month), several PW circles meet monthly for 
Bible study/conversation.

Contact:  Diane Penick  (adpenick@comcast.net) 

Too Young to be Old: 
Love, Learn, and Play as You Age
Learn from professors Nancy K Schloss-
berg, EdD, and Kathy Black, PhD.

$25, includes lunch
Tuesday, February 20, 1:30 -2PM

Fellowship Hall

Presbyterian Women (PW)

Book & Author Luncheon

PLEASE NOTE: VPC Campus will be closed to most groups from February 25 
through March 3 due to the PW 31st Annual Garage Sale. Please contact your 
staff liason to see if your group is affected or if you have any questions. Calendar 
will resume as normal following the Garage Sale.

Presbyterian Women of VPC host
Church Women United's Annual Spring Tea

Annually, the women of VPC host Church Wom-
en United for a tea party/fellowship gathering. 
Four other congregations in Venice open their 
churches bi-monthly to host Church Women 
United for food, fellowship and worship. 

April 6
Fellowship Hall

Nomads Bible Study
Explore together the Bible and its message, 
learn how we can incorporate the message 
into our lives in order to stregthen our faith. 
Anna Marie Brummett  847-309-8005
Gail Favaloro   847-309-8005

Tues, 9:30 - 11am, Room 11

Martha Circle
First Tues, 10am - 12pm, Room 6

Rachel Circle
First Tues, 10am - 12pm, Room 8

Monthly

W
ee

kl
y
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Garage Sale Donations
Donations will be accepted ONLY from 
Sunday, Feb 25 to Wednesday, Feb 28 
in Fellowship Hall from 9 am- 2pm. 
Please note changes from previous years.

Church members wearing their name 
tags will be able to pre-shop on Thurs-
day, March 1st from 9AM 1PM. Closed 
on Friday.

Buddy Break Bake Sale 
Please deliver baked goods to the 
Fellowship Hall before noon on Friday, 
March 2 for packaging and pricing. 
Proceeds benefit the Buddy Break 
program.

Thank you all for your participation! It 
couldn't happen without you!

To schedule pick ups for large items,  
please call Kathy Wood 941- 492-4851

Presbyterian Women's

31st Annual Garage Sale & Bake Sale


