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Cris Anderson is a name 
most of VPC knows! She is 
the longest employed per-
son at VPC and has held al-
most every job on campus 
except Sr. Pastor and CFO! 
Cris is currently our Office 
Manager. She holds down 
the fort so the rest of us 
are able to work efficiently. 
Cris manages our Church 
Database System and she 
organizes multiple teams of 
volunteers for Sunday morn-
ing. Cris’s long term employ-
ment with VPC is a blessing 
because of her wealth of 
knowledge, her positive atti-
tude, her willingness to help 
everyone and her heart for 
Christ. Cris is also an Elder 
currently serving on Ses-
sion.

Nick Clemmer is our Facil-
ities Manager and also an 
ordained Pastor. Nick does 
everything and does it well. 
He may be cleaning win-
dows in the morning and 
doing a pastoral visit in the 
afternoon. Nick works with a 
smile on his face and a song 
in his heart every single day. 
I cannot think of a better 
example of Christ’s love in 
action. Nick makes sure the 
campus is well cared for 
from the grass to the light 
fixtures to the air condition-
ers.

Kim Curran is our Chief Fi-
nancial Officer and runs a 
close second to being the 
longest-term staff person. 
Kim closes our books each 
month, oversees our Book-
keeper, cares for our com-
puter systems. Additionally, 
she looks after our building 
and grounds. Kim is a true 
asset to the organization. 
She works hard to keep us 
organized and fiscally re-
sponsible.

Burke Johnson is our Assis-
tant Pastor. He has worked 
beside Pastor Chris for 
many years. Pastor Burke is 
an ordained Moravian Pas-
tor who has retired several 
times but just can’t give it 
up. He says he “loves it too 
much”. Pastor Burke helps 
with pastoral care, calls all 
those who have celebrated 
over 50 years of marriage 
(172 calls in 2017), and he 
preaches once in a while!

Conrad Knepp is our Direc-
tor of Youth and Worship 
Support. He works with the 
Student Leadership Acade-
my, Venice High School, the 
180 House and leads our 
youth group, The Hub, on 
Sunday nights on campus. 
Conrad runs the sound Sun-
day mornings for worship, 
our Concert Series and all 
AV and sound needs across 
the campus. 

Courtney Knepp works two 
Sundays a month babysit-
ting our precious babies in 
the Nursery. She loves on 
the little ones so their par-
ents are able to sit in wor-
ship undistracted! 

Megan Lechliter joined our 
staff in November of 2017 
as our Bookkeeper. She 
cares for all contributions 
and accounts payable, She 
oversees the counters and 
makes sure all processes 
are followed correctly. Meg-
an has the gift of giving and 
you can count on her to have 
a treat just when you need 
one!

Genna Molitor is our Chil-
dren’s Director. She is all 
things children! She runs the 
Sunday Children’s Church, 
oversees the Nursery, Buddy 
Break, and Venice Elementa-
ry partnership. Genna also 
looks for ways to connect 
with the community beyond 
what we are already doing. 

Chris O’Brien, I, am the Ex-
ecutive Director. I manage 
staff and am charged with 
the task of carrying out the 
vision of the church making 
sure all areas align with the 
vision and we are all moving 
in the same direction. I work 
closely with the HR Commit-
tee, the Trustees, Session, 
and Pastor Chris to make 
sure all the moving parts are 
well oiled and we are work-
ing well together.

VPC has an incredible staff! One of my jobs as the Executive Director is to lead the staff. 
We’ve done a lot of shuffling since my arrival and I would like to tell you a little about each 
of our staff members to help you know them better.

Our Vision in Action
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Heather Ronald has helped 
out in the nursery for many 
years. She is resigning as of 
the end of May! We are so 
thankful for the many years 
Heather has given us in this 
capacity. 

Pastor Chris Romig contin-
ues to be the anchor for the 
ship. Pastor Chris leads us 
all so well. He is responsible 
for casting the vision for the 
church with the help of Ses-
sion, the spiritual leadership 
of the church. Pastor Chris 
works harder to care for his 
flock than anyone I’ve ever 
met. He is meticulous about 
each sermon. He lovingly 
prepares each memorial. He 
cares for each staff mem-
ber, congregation member, 
or community member with 
the same generous, Christ 
centered heart. He loves his 
family deeply and loves God 
from the depth of his soul. 

Jamal Sarikoki is our Min-
ister of Music and Worship 
Arts. Jamal has a gift for 
leading us in worship and we 

are blessed to experience 
those gifts on a weekly ba-
sis. Jamal is responsible for 
all things worship. He and 
Pastor Chris vision cast wor-
ship and Jamal is responsi-
ble for carrying out the vi-
sion. He works to make sure 
worship is an experience 
without distraction so that 
you are able to easily con-
nect with God. 

Connie Sayers is the smiling 
face you see when you walk 
through the front door Mon-
day through Thursday. She 
is our Front Desk Reception-
ist as well as the Administra-
tive Assistant to the Staff. 
Connie answers the phone, 
she creates a Christ cen-
tered and loving atmosphere 
for all who visit VPC’s office. 
She will also be keeping the 
church calendar and helping 
you learn how to book your 
events moving forward. She 
will also organize the Memo-
rial Services until we hire a 
Worship Coordinator some-
time through the summer!

Kelly Wensley is our Direc-
tor of Communication. She 
makes us beautiful. All the 
publications, including "Con-
nect, Grow, and Go", come 
from Kelly’s creative mind. 
She has helped us put pro-
cesses in place so that we 
are able to communicate 
more effectively. Kelly re-
designed the web page to 
make it more interactive. 
She is responsible for the 
weekly bulletin and working 
with the Monthly Mission 
Partners' presentations. 

Carolyn Wilson is our Di-
rector, soon to be Pastor, of 
Connection and Outreach. 
Carolyn will be working with 
Women’s Ministry, New 
Members, Missions, Pasto-
ral Care, Life Groups, and all 
ways we connect! Carolyn 
has great ideas and we are 
very excited to have her on 
our team!

We’ve developed a method of streamlining that is helping us keep our large church organ-
ized. A staff person is now responsible for each area of ministry, so for example, if you have 
a question about or want to serve in the area of music you speak with Jamal, or a question 
about a Life Group you speak with Carolyn. This way everyone has a person on staff to help 
them. If you are a ministry team leader and do now know who your staff person is, please 
give me a call and I can help you.  Also, if God has laid a ministry on your heart and you want 
to talk about it, please give me a call!  The staff at VPC is grateful for you! 

To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life
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Between the designated prayers events, the chapel will be quiet for personal prayers 
and communion with God.  Throughout the day and night, prayer ministers will be 
available to pray with individuals.  Please indicate to the greeter your desire to have 
someone pray with you.

VPC Chapel will be open 24 hours starting at 7:30am

8am  Opening Call to Prayer
9am Prayers for Healing and 

Wholeness
11am Prayer and Praise
12pm Prayers for the Nation
3pm Session Elders Pray for VPC 

Church Family, Churches in the 
Venice Community and Churches 
represented by VPC Church 
Affiliates and Friends

5pm Prayers for the Lost and 
Prodigals

7pm Jazz Vespers
9pm Night Prayer and Communion
12am Midnight Prayer and Praise
1am Solemn Assembly of Prayer and 

Repentance
6am Morning Prayer
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Additional Communion Service, 
every Wednesday at 9am in the 
Chapel until further notice.

Communion Sunday, May 6

Join us for a special 
Mother's Day Service 

May 13 at 10am

Pentecost Sunday, May 19 at 10am
Pentecost Sunday marks the day when 
the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
Apostles. Did you know...

• Pentecost Sunday occurs 50 days 
after Easter.

• Pentecost comes 10 days after the 
Ascension of Jesus Christ.

• Pentecost is also known as "the 
birthday of the Church".

• Pentecost fulfills Jesus' promise to 
send the "Counselor" and "Spirit of 
Truth" in John 16-5-15.

Mark your calendars for MAY 6! 
We switch to one service time at 10:00am for the summer season. 

Please take note.

Worship Ministy

10am Service
Communion will be served in the 
pews.  Please hold the bread until 
all have been served so all may 
partake together.  If you prefer 
gluten-free bread, please raise 
your hand and a server will bring 
gluten-free bread to you.
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Children’s Ministry

Join the Children's Ministry Team.  Contact 
Chris O'Brien at cobrien@venicepres.orgLove Kids?

Register your child/children in the 
Narthex before 10AM service. We provide 
Children's Church for children ages K - 5th 
Grade. Children will sit with their parents 
for a portion of worship and will then be 
dismissed at a specific time to join their 
teachers at the back of the church for a 
Biblically-based time of teaching. 

Our goal is to plant seeds that will grow 
throughout the lives of our children so 
they Connect, Grow, and Go with God!

Immediately following worship, parents 
pick up their children in the Library, locat-
ed at the end of the walkway, and then 
enjoy snacks and fellowship in the Glass 
House as a family.

Cedarkirk Day Camp
Monday, June 11th thru the 15th starting at 8:30 until 5:30

• A volunteer may sign up to do the entire week from 8:30 until 5:30
• A volunteer may do half days 8:30 until 12:30 or 12:30 until 5:30
• A volunteer may do a partial week either full time or half days
• Volunteers must be 14 years of age and if between the ages of 14 and 18 need to 

fill out an application
• Each volunteer will be assigned to a “Family Group” with a Cedarkirk counselor
• The volunteers will be playing, teaching and directly involved with the kids
• Snacks and lunches will be provided
All volunteers will need to attend a dinner meeting Sunday, June 10th at the church. 
Dinner will be provided.

Contact: Bonnie Parlette – btparlette@comcast.net
Bobbie Gilbert – richbobbiegil@comcast.net

PLEASE NOTE: No Children's Church on Communion Sunday. Nursery care is also available 
for ages 4 & under. Volunteers desperately needed to help with the Nursery. 
Please contact Kathy Wood at kwood1221@comcast.net

Children's Church - New Hours Start May 6

Cedarkirk Day Camp Volunteers Needed
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VPC has a vibrant and active youth ministry called The Hub. The Hub encourag-
es young people from grades 6-12 to actively live their faith and meets weekly 
on Sunday evenings at 6 pm with the mission of spiritually educating young 
people and engaging them in biblical discussion with lessons applicable to their 
daily lives.  Led by Youth Director, Conrad Knepp, the attending kids learn how 
to dive into the Word and study for themselves, find encouraging and guiding 
scripture, and ultimately establish their own foundation for becoming a disci-
ple of Christ.  The evening also includes worship time lead by the youth praise 
band, a meal, and a short recreation period before getting into the discussion 
topic of the evening.

May 6th - “HUB Fun Night”, an evening for the youth 
to go to a restaurant together.  Details to follow. Plan 
to meet @ 6:00pm.

May 13th - NO HUB (Mother’s Day)

May 20th - Regular Week (Conrad and Courtney wel-
come Declan into the world sometime during this week)
May 27th - Regular Week

Youth Ministry

Change Lives!
To volunteer your skills and experience to 
the youth program, contact Conrad Knepp, 
Director of Youth Ministry at cknepp@
venicepres.org

Camp Anderson is a Christian Retreat 
and Summer Camp that is centrally 
located in North Florida on the incredibly 
beautiful Suwannee River. Programming 
and Facilities include rustic yet modern, 
climate controlled accommodations, 
epically fun activities, exceptional food 
service and a staff that consists of 
skilled ministry professionals. What 
really makes Camp Anderson unique is 
that the team members have the heart of 
a missionary and are passionate about 
partnering to help meet the spiritual 
needs of our teens. Cost is $100 pp.

For more information,
contact Conrad Knepp 

at cknepp@venicepres.org
www.campanderson.com

Old Town, FL 32680

July 8th- Meet at youth room to go over 
last details for Camp Anderson 

July 9th-13th - Camp Anderson Trip

the Hub GOES TO CAMP ANDERSON

the Hub UPCOMING SCHEDULE
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Music and 
Worship Arts 
Ministy
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Sneak Peak at the 

2018/19 Venice 
Community 

Concert Series
Line-up

Saturday, December 8 at 3pm & 7pm
Holiday Concert with Key Chorale*

Instumentals and Organ with 110 Singers

Friday, January 19 at 7pm
Stephen Lynerd

Friday, February 16 at 3pm
Dr. David Berry & Jamal Sarikoki

Works for Piano & Orchestra 
Beethoven Piano Concerto #5

Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue

Saturday, March 30 at 3pm & 7pm
Canadian Brass

Tickets available late summer 2018
Ticket Prices, $20, $25 & $30

*This is the only concert Key Chorale will do in the Venice area during the holiday season
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Missions
May  'Moment for Mission', May 13
Laurel Civic Association

Day4Hope Volunteers Needed!

Family Promise of South Sarasota County will be coming 
to our campus from May 20 thru the 27th. We are looking 
for volunteers to help with hosting, overnighters, laundry 
or food. If you would like to volunteer or would like 
information regarding Family Promise, please call Gail 
Thompson, gaylecat@netscape.net.

“Shaping Foundations for Successful Lives” by providing education, social activi-
ties, needed support for the elderly and families, access to safe affordable hous-
ing, and acting as a catalyst for bringing in services that have an overall positive 
and permanent effect on the community and the residents. www.laurelcivic.org

Day4Hope is a community outreach project in Sarasota and Manatee Counties aimed at 
uniting the resources of churches, civic groups, fire, police and many other community 
partners, to serve the children in our school system who are homeless or in economic 
need so they can begin the first day of school on an even playing field with other children.

VPC Main Campus, July 28,2018, 9am - 3pm
It is our hope that this outreach is an 
opportunity for participant volunteers 
to share God’s love, for parents and 
children to leave with an improved 
sense of self-worth and self-image that 
will help them feel good about the first 
day of school. It will hopefully create a 
positive attitude toward school, attend-
ance and grades.

Help needed:
• Serve as a family ambassador
• Serve in one of the professional areas
• Contributing supplies
• Praying for the day’s success

To volunteer, contact Gail Thompson, 
gaylecat@netscape.net or submit the 
form at www.venicepres.org/missions 

3 CENTS A MEAL

Sunday, May 27 please visit Christine 
Hart at the table in the Narthex and 

exchange or pick up a food container. 
Every penny counts!

May 19, 
10am - 1pm

Fellowship Hall
Third Saturday of 

Every Month

Family Promise Comes to VPC
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Team members

A team of 18 went to Guatemala 
March 10-19, 2018, with ground 
support from Helps International. 

This is the 10th year VPC has supported 
a team. Onil stoves and water filters were 
installed in 96 homes and one public 
school. The stoves are insulated, raised off 
the floor, vented, and 70% more efficient 
than an open fire. Families can save on 
firewood and the environment is spared 
approximately one tree per month per 
stove. More importantly, the stoves and fil-
ters significantly reduce pneumonias and 
dysentery which otherwise take the live of 
20% of kids by age 5. 

We traveled 8 hours by bus (95 miles 
through mountains) to our home base in 
Nebaj, and worked in various nearby com-
munities throughout the week. At the end 
of each stove installation, we had a time 
of prayer and dedication with the family. 
They were given a beautiful laminated 
copy of the prayer as well as a translation 
of the book of John. Each family was able 
to pick one seashell and picture of Florida 
wildlife as keepsakes. (They were great 
conversation topics.) 

On Friday we interacted 
with two schools; the 
Helps school in Santa 
Avelina where we de-
livered gifts to children 
who have sponsors 
from our church or 
team members, and a 
public school where we 
installed an institutional 
stove and 8 water filters in 

classrooms, as well as donated school and 
first aid items. In the public school, after 
a formal program and thank-you from the 
principal, we were thanked with a deluge of 
hugs from the students. 

We also delivered supplies (medical items, 
linens) and about 100 knitted baby items 
from the “Knit One, Pray Too” VPC group to 
the Santa Avelina clinic where they are giv-
en to newborn babies to keep them warm 
in this very chilly community. 

Morning devotions were led by Lois Weeks. 
Sunday we sang in an ancient ruin, ending 
with Tom Hoffman singing “Were You There 
When They Crucified My Lord.” Jim Weeks 
gave a devotional. Bob Allen and Tom 
Hoffman helped with the service.

We had a wonderful time as a team, and 
happily had no illness, accidents or rainy 
days. The families were so appreciative 
of their stoves and filters and thanked our 
church. 

We had three intergenerational families, 
Will and Jessica (mom) Harwell, Tom and 
Drew (son) Hoffman, and Nate (son) and 
Viggo (grandson) joined Jim and Lois 
Weeks. 

GUATEMALA TEAM REPORT

Bob Allen
Bob Becker

Barbara Beers
John Beers
Jack Carroll

Doug Chase
Will Harwell

Drew Hoffman
Tom Hoffman

Jessica Harwell

Jim Milne
Donna Noller
Len Sempier
Jim Turner
Jim Weeks

Lois Weeks
Nathan Weeks
Viggo Weeks
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Care & Compassion

Memorial Service/Receptions
Memorial Services are a special way 
to remember those we love.  After 
services, it is common for the family 
to want to spend time visiting and 
reminiscing with each other.  VPC 
offers a reception serving cookies and 
coffee after each memorial service so 
that families are able to visit with their 
loved ones. Volunteers are currently 
needed to assist in the reception area.
Connie Sayers, csayers@venicepres.org

Planning the Party
Pre-planning your Christian funeral or 
memorial service is one of the best 
ways to help your family during their 
difficult time of grief and loss. By leaving 
them specific information regarding 
your own personal desires, you will 
greatly ease your family’s burden of 
making decisions and trying to guess 
what you would have wanted.

Connie Sayers, csayers@venicepres.org

Prayer Groups
Please submit any special prayer requests to our prayer 
groups through the website, www.venicepres.org. We have 
active groups that meet on a regular basis and hold your 
needs in their hearts and minds during prayer.

Knit One, Pray Too
Shawls and baby hats are knit by a group of ladies. Upon 
completion, a final blessing is offered before the items are 
sent on their way. The blessing ripples from person-to-per-
son, with both the giver and receiver feeling the uncondi-
tional embrace of a sheltering, mothering God!

Mondays, 12pm - 2pm, Room 9

Stephen Ministers
Will you ever overcome these feelings of pain and sorrow? A trained Stephen 
Minister would like to be there for you, to listen and care as you sort through your 
feelings. Please call Lois Armstrong 496-9414, Marcia Bickmore 488-9379, Laura 
Saye 269-339-5907, or Pastor Burke Johnson 488-2258

Memorial Service for Ralph Wagner, May 1 at 2pm in the sanctuary.
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Connect

3 WAYS TO REGISTER 
1) in the Glass House
2) online at www.venicepres.org/events
3) call VPC @488-2258 

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2018 AT 1:00PM 
Registration closes May 12
For more information, contact Jean 
Peters at 484-6333

Men, Women, couples, singles all welcome

2018/19 Book Club Books Announced
Nov. 7, 2018 Hidden Figures 
 by Nargot Lee Shetterly
Dec. 5, 2018 Sing For Your Life 
 by Daniel Bergner
Jan. 9, 2019 Suncoast Empire 
 by Frank Cassell
Feb. 6, 2019 The Girls of Atomic City 
 by Denise Kiernan
March 6, 2019 A Land Remembered 
 by Patrick Smith
April 3, 2019 When Breath Becomes Air 
 by Paul Kalanithi
May 1, 2019 River of Doubt 
 by Candice Millard
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Monday Night Men (MnM)
all men welcome
6pm - 7pm, Glass House

Men’s Discussion Group
Informal discussion of recent church 
activites and current events. All men 
attending VPC and their guests are 
welcome. Includes coffee and break-
fast pastry.
Walt Stewart 
(wahastewart@gmail.com) 
Tues, 8am - 9am, Room 11

Mens' Corner

Holy Yoga, Monday & Friday, 9 - 9:45am in 
Fellowship Hall, ends May 4th to resume next fall.
Line Dancing, Monday, 10:30 - 11:30am in 
Fellowship Hall

Monday (Weekly)

Tuesday (Weekly)

May Calendar

(Monthly)

Working Women's Bible Study
For women of the church and friends who work during 
the day.
Tues, 7pm - 9pm, Room 11A

Martha Circle, First Tues, 10am - 12pm, Room 6
Rachel Circle, First Tues, 10am - 12pm, Room 8

Nomad's Bible Study Current 2019 Season Schedule
Recruitment  Day January 6, 2019
Bible Study Begins Tuesday, January 8, 2019  9:30-11am
Last day of Bible Study Tuesday, April 23, 2019
Farewell Luncheon Tuesday, April 30, 2019
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Adult Ministry

VPC Book Group will meet Wednesday, May 2, 
to discuss "Luncheon of the Boating Party" by 
Susan Vreeland. 1 - 2pm in Room 9
all welcome
2018/19 Books Announced! (See page 13)

Women's Life Group Wednesday, 3:30 - 5pm in 
Room 7

Wednesday (Weekly)

Thursday Friday (Bi-Weekly)

Adult Coloring Crew Wednesday at 12pm in the 
library

MOPS, (Mother's of Preschoolers) 1st & 3rd 
Thursday, 9:30am - 12pm in Fellowship Hall, 
childcare provided in Family Life Center. MOPS 
will break for summer.

Holy Yoga, Monday & Friday
9 - 9:45am in Fellowship Hall 
ends May 4th to resume next 
fall.
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