
Connect, Grow & Go

Here’s What’s Going on at VPC in November 2018

To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life

Alternative 
Gift Market

Blessed and 
Grateful

Lunch Bunch
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Get to know your Staff Liaison
Office Manager Cris Anderson (canderson@venicepres.org)
Connections Carolyn Wilson (cwilson@venicepes.org)
Care & Compassion Pastor Burke Johnson / Pastor Chris Romig
 Cris Anderson (canderson@venicepres.org)
Children’s' Ministry Genna Molitor, (gmolitor@venicepres.org)
Facility Management Nick Clemmer (nclemmer@venicepres.org)
Financial Ministry Kim Curran (kcurran@venicepres.org)
Financial Secretary Megan Lechlitner (mlechlitner@venicepres.org)
Missions Carolyn Wilson (cwilson@venicepes.org)
Music & Worship Arts Jamal Sarikoki (jsarikoki@venicepres.org)
Receptionist Connie Sayers (csayers@venicepres.org)
Worship Ministry Pastor Chris Romig (cromig@venicepres.org)
Youth Ministry & A/V Conrad Knepp (cknepp@venicepres.org)
Communications Kelly Wensley (kwensley@venicepres.org)

Our Vision in Action

Worship Service Hours
Sunday, 9am & 11am
9AM Wednesday Communion

Regular Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 4:00pm
Friday, 9:00am - 12:00pm

Phone 941-488-2258

If you have a Christ-Centered Event that 
you believe follows Our Vision and Beliefs 
and would like it to be included in this 
bulletin, please submit your request on 
the website at www.venicepres.org/host-
your-event-here and select the button, 
Connect, Grow & Go. You may also visit 
the office for a Bulletin Submission Form. 
Deadline for submissions is November 
13, 2018.

Connect, Grow & Go

To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life



Venice Presbyterian Church // 825 The Rialto // Venice // 34285 // 941-488-2258 3

You are cordially invited to attend the wedding of 
Genna Molitor, VPC's Director of Children's Ministry and 

Jamal Sarikoki, VPC's Minister of Music and Worship
Saturday, November 24, 2018 at 3:30pm

Venice Presbyterian Church
825 the Rialto, Venice FL 34285

Cake reception immediately following in Fellowship Hall

Thank you for your continued support 
of Venice Presbyterian Church (VPC)! 
We want to take a minute and outline 
how your choice to give to VPC has 
Glorified God! 
Some ways your giving has Glorified 
God are: 
• We sent $3,383.40 from the 

Disaster Relief fund to help the 
Guatemala Medical Clinic after the 
volcano eruption in June 2018

• 11 kids attended Camp Anderson 
in July of 2018; all 11 kids either 
accepted Christ for the first time or 
reaffirmed their faith! Yay God!!

• We received 83 new members early 
in 2018 and we have a class of 32 
running right now!! 

• We ordained and installed our new 
Associate Pastor! 

• We had an outstanding Festival of 
Worship through the summer! 

• We allowed our Sr. Pastor a much-
needed time of Sabbatical! Yay 
God! 

• We created a sustainable children’s 
ministry that volunteers and 
families are engaged in! 

• Day for Hope served 120 families 
with over 300 volunteers! Praise 
God! 

• Cedar Kirk Day Camp served 40 
kids for a glorious week long VBS 
this summer!

Your continued support is greatly 
appreciated by such a fantastic 
organization where God is alive and 
the Holy Spirit is moving. We are living 
out our vision of Glorifying God as a 
Disciple Making Outpost of Kingdom 
Life and we are so excited that you’ve 
decided to help us do that! 

Thank you again!
Grace and Peace,

Christine O’Brien

The Wedding of 
Genna Molitor & Jamal Sarikoki
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Worship Ministry 

There are many ways to be a part of the worship service. Use your skills, 
passion for Christ and desire to serve to enhance the experience for you and 
others. We are in need of acolytes (Judy Edmunds at 941-488-8949), greeters 
(Bob Jelenchick, robert.jelenchick@gmail.com) and ushers (Jane Clemmer, 
grandysj@yahoo.com). We especially need ushers for the 11am service.

With the return of two services, it is our desire to offer nursery and Kid's Cor-
ner at both services each week. This creates many opportunities for mem-
bers to serve with our children! If you would be interested in volunteering to 
work in the nursery or Kid's Corner, please email Genna at gmolitor@venice-
pres.org!

Communion Sunday, November 4

9am & 11am Service
Communion will be served 
in the pews. Please hold 
the bread until all have 
been served so all may 
partake together. All bread 
is now Gluten-free.

Be a Part of VPC's Worship Service

9am Wednesday 
Communion Service
Communion service is 
offered every Wednesday in 
the chapel. All are welcome.

Hanging of the Greens
Enjoy fellowship, sweet teats as we decorate the campus 
for the first Sunday in Advent. Thursday November 29, 
2018 at 9:00 am in the sanctuary. For information, call 
Sheryl Morford, 412-612-0515

NOVEMBER: Rev. Carolyn Wilson
Nov 8 11 am Village on the Isle
Nov 9 1 pm Jacaranda Trace
Nov 9 3 pm Aston Gardens

Communion Gathering 
Schedule (2018)
2nd Thursday: Village on the Isle (11 am)
2nd Friday:  Aston Gardens (9:45 am) and 
Jacaranda Trace (1 pm)
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Worship Series Continues...
Joshua: Living Into God’s Promises

November 4,  "Holiness", Joshua 7
November 11 "The Archives Speak ", Joshua 3-21
November 18 "The Sin of Imagining the Worst", Joshua 22
November 25 " As For Me and My House" … Joshua 23-24

We’ve been studying the book 
of Joshua this fall and will finish 
our preaching series at the end of 
November. If you’ve missed any 
of the messages, the recorded 
sermons can be found on the Venice 
Presbyterian YouTube channel. 
On Sunday, November 18, we’ll be 
offering an opportunity after each 
worship service for questions and 
dialogue related to the entire book of 
Joshua. After the postlude, I’ll remain 
in the sanctuary and invite questions. 
If you’re arriving early for the 11 
am service, feel free to enter the 
sanctuary during this conversation! 
If you’d like to continue exploring the 
book of Joshua, you’re encouraged 
to check out some resources in our 
VPC library. There are also some 
interesting videos on Right Now 
Media (which members of our church 
community are welcome to access 
on-line), including:

• How to Read Joshua (19-minute 
illustrated overview of the entire 
book of Joshua)

• The Fall of Jericho (an 
archaeological/historical 
investigation of the famous story 
in Joshua 6)

• Joshua: Be Strong and Courageous 
(four short videos connecting 
truths from Joshua with famous 
historical landmarks in our 
nation’s capital)

• If God Is Good, How Could He 
Command Holy War? (a deep 
and thought-provoking lecture 
by Derek Thomas, professor at 
Reformed Theological Seminary)

A book that I’d especially recommend 
for personal or small group study is 
Max Lucado’s Glory Days: Living Your 
Promised Land Now. 
May God’s truth in the book of Joshua 
continue blessing your life!
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Choir Practice
Wednesday, 6:30-8:30pm
Handbells' Rehearsal
Tuesday, 3-5pm

Music Ministry

Saturday, December 8
3:30pm & 7pm
2:00pm, free pre-concert lecture
World-renowned organist Craig 
Williams, brass sextet, flute and 
percussion join Key Chorale in 
a holiday program of carols and 
seasonal music. James Whitbourn’s 
Missa Carolae, commissioned for 
the 1400th anniversary of England’s 
Rochester Cathedral, incorporates 
Christmas classics from France, 

Germany, 
and Poland. 
Impressive brass, 
timpani, and the 
110 voices of Key Chorale combine 
for an unforgettable holiday program 
featuring choral works by Dale 
Warland, Mack Wilberg, Ola Gjeilo, and 
Stephen Scwartz. This is sure to be a 
festive and exciting holiday concert. 
Join us for a free pre-concert lecture 
with Artistic Director Joseph Caulkins 
ninety minutes before the concert.

Key Chorale joined by Craig Williams

See Jamal Sarikoki, VPC's 
Minister of Music and 
Worship, perform as 
the Baritone Soloist for 
Handel’s Messiah with the 
Sarasota Choral Society.
December 1st at 4:00pm
Church of the Palms

Tickets available online at www.venicecommunityconcertseries.com or at 
the VPC Box office in the Narthex, Mondays, 10-12, Thursdays, 10-12 and 

Sundays after services

THIS IS THE ONLY CHRISTMAS CONCERT FOR KEY 
CHORALE IN THE VENICE AREA FOR 2018
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Youth Ministry

Contact Karen Romig at romig2000@msn.com or sign up in the Glass House

Youth Bowling Night

The Blessings of Donating a Meal
Every Sunday night, the Hub breaks 
bread together.  Volunteers are need-
ed to either cook a meal or donate 
a prepared meal every Sunday night 
to feed about 15 hungry teenagers.  
Would you consider this one-time 
ministry opportunity to bless the 
youth of our congregation?  We will 
do all the set up, clean up and provide 
the paper goods and drinks.  You just 
deliver the food to be served buffet 
style. 

Birthday Celebration 
December 2nd, from 6-8, the Hub 
youth group will be meeting at the 
home of Ian and Kelli Coffey for a special birthday celebration.  The evening 
will feature games, movies, cake, ice cream, and lots of laughs!!

Annual Christmas Party 
December 16, the Hub youth group will host their annual Christmas party.  There 
will be a white elephant gift exchange, food, drinks, and other festive games. 

For more information on signing up for Youth Events,
Contact Conrad Knepp, 941-780-7333

There will be no Youth on November 18.

November 11th, from 5-8 pm, the 
Hub youth group will be spending 
the evening at AMF Venice Lanes for 
a night of bowling.  Bowling is free 
for teens and food will be provided at 
the bowling alley.
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Children's Ministry
Operation Christmas Child
November 4th and November 11th there will be 
tables set up in the Narthex to receive Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes. 
Please make sure that your boxes have proper 
labels. Labels are available in the Glass House or 
in the church office. 
Also, don't forget to include $9 for shipping. The 
$9 can be given in cash or checks made out to 
VPC. We will be making a bulk payment so that 
we can track where our boxes go. (If people have already dropped off boxes with 
checks made out to Samaritan's Purse, we will deliver those with the boxes - no 
worries!)

With the return of two services, it is our desire to offer nursery 
and Kid's Corner at both services each week. This creates many 

opportunities for members to serve with our children! If you would be interest-
ed in volunteering to work in the nursery or Kid's Corner, please email Genna at 
gmolitor@venicepres.org!

Thanksgiving 
Feast
November 18th, 11am
During the second 
worship service, children 
are invited to join us in 
the Fellowship Hall for a 
Thanksgiving Brunch and 
Thanksgiving activities.

Children's Ministry Team Meeting
November 12, 2018, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
The Children's Ministry Team meets the second 
Monday of each month at 6:00pm. Anyone who is 
interested in becoming more involved in the our 
monthly events or Kid's Corner is welcome to attend. 

Impromptu Christmas Party
December 9, children from Kindergarten through 
Fifth Grade can be dropped off at the Fellowship Hall 
at 2:00pm. They will learn Christmas songs, practice 
some simple lines, pick out costumes, and practice 
a simple Christmas Pageant. While they are busily 
preparing for their performance, parents can go 
shopping, go home and put their feet up, or grab a 
cup of coffee. When parents return to the church at 
4:30pm, the children and staff will wow them with a 
spectacular Christmas program!

For more information on signing up for Children's Events, contact 
Genna Molitor, gmolitor@venicepres.org, (217) 480-1216
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Care & Compassion

Prayer Groups
Please submit any special prayer requests to our prayer groups through the website, 
www.venicepres.org. We have active groups who meet on a regular basis and hold 
your needs in their hearts and minds during prayer.

Memorial Service/Receptions
Memorial Services are a special way 
to remember those we love.  After 
services, it is common for the family 
to want to spend time visiting and 
reminiscing with each other.  VPC 
offers a reception in the Glass House 
serving cookies and coffee after each 
memorial service so that families are 
able to visit with their loved ones. 
Volunteers are currently needed to 
assist in the reception area.

Planning the Party
Pre-planning your Christian funeral or 
memorial service is one of the best ways 
to help your family during their difficult 
time of grief and loss. By leaving them 
specific information regarding your 
own personal desires, you will greatly 
ease your family’s burden of making 
decisions and trying to guess what you 
would have wanted. We have a booklet 
available to make your preferences 
known and preplanning easy for both 
you and your loved ones. 

Knit One, Pray Too, Dedication November 18
Shawls and baby hats are knit by a group of ladies. Upon 
completion, a final blessing is offered before the items are 
sent on their way. The blessing ripples from person-to-person, 
with both the giver and receiver feeling the unconditional em-
brace of a sheltering, mothering God!
Mondays, 12pm - 2pm, Room 9

Love One Another as I Have Loved You...
John 15:12, Jesus says, “This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you.” Loving 
and caring for one another is not just the pastor’s job—
it’s something Jesus calls us all to do!

Stephen Ministry is a ministry in which people with 
special gifts for caring ministry can put those gifts to 
use in an organized way, bringing Jesus’ love and care 

to those who most need it. If you know someone who is going through a difficult 
time, contact one of our Stephen Leaders. Marcia Bickmore 488-9379, Laura 
Saye 269-339-5907, or Pastor Burke Johnson 488-2258. Our Stephen Ministers 
are ready to provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care—to help that 
person experience the healing power of Christ’s love.

For more information, contact Connie Sayers, csayers@venicepres.org
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Passion Play 
Venice Presbyterian Church is hosting a trip to 
Austria, Germany, and the Czech Republic on a 
Faith Journey that will be led by Pastor Chris and 
hosted by Fred and Cindy Gossman. Some of the 
places that will be visited are Belvedere Palaces, 
Karntner Ring, St. Stefan's Cathedral, Lippizaner 
Museum, Miracle Gardens, Church of St. Peter, 
Glockenspiel and our Mission Partner TCM. This 
trip will take place June 24 - July 4, 2020. Depos-
its must be in by February 1, 2019. An informa-

tional meeting will be held immediately following the 11AM worship service on 
November 25th in the Music Suite. Please plan to attend and receive a brochure 
and more information on the trip! Contact: Fred and Cindy Gossman, fredandcin-
dy123@verizon.net, (513) 836-6839

Blood Mobile

Salvation Army 
Bell Ringers

Thanksgiving Food Drive

Missions

OneBlood bloodmobile 
will be at VPC for 
blood donations on 
November 18th. The 
blood collected can 
save lives and is used 
locally. Sign-up can be done on 
line at www.oneblood.org or sign 
up in the glass house.

Volunteers are needed 
for Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing at Publix on the 
Island starting  November 
23. Sign ups start 
November 4 on the patio. 
Contact Karen Norwood at 
320-492-0612

Collection for the four food 
pantries begins with the 
distribution of the bags on 
November 11 after worship 
at all exits. The collection of 
filled bags of non-perishable 
foods is November 18 after 
both services. Cars will be in 
the parking lots with balloons 
flying.
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Missions

To support the Monthly Mission Partners, please add your donation to the 
yellow envelopes in the pews. We appreciate your support.

November Monthly Mission Partner (MMP)
Family Promise

What does the mission do/who does 
it serve?
Family Promise of South Sarasota 
county is a faith-based non-profit or-
ganization which enables the com-
munity to work together to address 
the needs of homeless children and 
their families by providing temporary 
shelter, meals, and comprehensive 
services to help them achieve lasting 
self-sufficiency.

What geographic area?
We help families with children -- in Os-
prey, Nokomis, North Port, Venice, and 
Englewood -- get back on their feet.
How do you do it?
We provide shelter, meals, basic needs 
(clothing, toiletries, personal items), 
case management, referrals and re-
sources.  All adults meet with an Em-
ployment Consultant (to assist in job 
seeking/placement) and a Financial 
Counselor (to learn better manage-
ment of finances and start a savings).  
We also provide them with a support 
system; volunteers who are there for 
them each day. 
How can one help/serve this mission? 
Volunteer
• Sunday Afternoon Room Set-Up
• Daily Evening Meal Providers
• Daily Evening Fellowship & Activ-

ity Hosts
• Overnight Hosts
• Daily Morning Meal Hosts
• Sunday Morning Pack-Up
Donations
• Monetary funds to assist families 

with needs or items like: toiletries 
and cleaning products.

Participate
• Annual Dream Walk
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Please go to the website 
www.familypromisesc.org 
and click on DREAMWALK 
which links to FundEasy 
to register to be a Team 
Captain, walker or donor.

3 Cents A Meal
On Sunday, November 25, please visit Christine Hart at the table in the Narthex and 
exchange or pick up a food container. Every penny counts.

Recruitment for the Guatemala Mission Team has begun 
A team from VPC will again travel to Guatemala from March 9-18th to partner with 
families in the placement of safe efficient stoves and water filters.  Our efforts over 
the past ten years have resulted in many lives being saved and burns and illnesses 
prevented.  The life most impacted however, may be your own.  Please consider 
joining us.

For information, contact Jim (941-914-4188) or Lois Weeks (320-250-3363).

November 17
10am - 1pm

Fellowship Hall

Every Child Deserves 
a Home
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THE HOLODOMOR COMMEMORATIVE 
CONCERT 

SATURDAY,  NOV 17 @ 5:00 PM at 
Venice Presbyterian Church

Tickets: $25,  Two ways to buy
    CALL: 941-220-3210 / ONLINE: 
ukrainianamericanorgs.tix.com

Monday
Holy Yoga
9am - 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall
Line Dancing
10:30am - 11:30am, Fellowship Hall
Knit One, Pray Too
12pm - 2pm, Rm 9
Pat Pitha, sunnypatpitha@aol.com
Martha's Circle
1pm - 3pm, Rm 6
1st Monday of the month
Pat Radcliffe, patwrad@gmail.com
What IF Prayer Group
1:30pm - 3pm, Chapel
Carolyn Wilson, cwilson@venicepres.org
MnM Men's Group 
6pm - 7pm, Glass House
Alan Penick, adpenick@comcast.net

Tuesday
Men’s Discussion Group
8:00am - 9am, Rm 11
Doug Brown, dodobrown252@gmail.com
Rachel's Circle
10 am- 12am, Rm 6
1st Tuesday of each month
Shirley Blood, clarkespinkle@gmail.com
Dorcas Bible Study (Women’s)
10am - 12pm in Room 6
3rd Tuesday of each month
Beth Tieman, bethtmn@comcast.net 

Working Women’s Bible Study
7pm - 9pm, Room 6
Kim Jason, kljason@comcast.net

Wednesday
Classic Creations and Crafting
10am - 11:30am, Rm 8
NoVelle Franklin, novelle313@comcast.net
Adult Coloring Crew
12pm, Library
Ardith Pinner, apinner@venicepres.org
Book Club
1pm - 2:30pm, Rm 8
1st Wednesday ot the month
Mary Gregory
marygregorysmiles@gmail.com
Seekers
3pm - 5pm, Glass House
Ann Woody, eawoody45@gmail.com

Thursday
MOPS (Mothers of PreSchoolers*)
8:30am - 12pm, Fellowship Hall
1st & 3rd Thursday
*Moppets (1st & 3rd Thursday)
8:30am - 12pm, Family Life Center

Friday
Holy Yoga
9am - 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall

Connections
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Book Club 1st Wednesday of the month, 1:00 - 2:30pm, Rm 8

Nov. 7 Hidden Figures by Nargot Lee Shetterly
Dec. 5 Sing For Your Life by Daniel Bergner
Jan. 9 Suncoast Empire by Frank Cassell
Feb. 6 The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan
Mar 6 A Land Remembered by Patrick Smith
April 3 When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
May 1 River of Doubt by Candice Millard

Wednesday
Classic Creations and Crafting
10am - 11:30am, Rm 8
NoVelle Franklin, novelle313@comcast.net
Adult Coloring Crew
12pm, Library
Ardith Pinner, apinner@venicepres.org
Book Club
1pm - 2:30pm, Rm 8
1st Wednesday ot the month
Mary Gregory
marygregorysmiles@gmail.com
Seekers
3pm - 5pm, Glass House
Ann Woody, eawoody45@gmail.com

Thursday
MOPS (Mothers of PreSchoolers*)
8:30am - 12pm, Fellowship Hall
1st & 3rd Thursday
*Moppets (1st & 3rd Thursday)
8:30am - 12pm, Family Life Center

Friday
Holy Yoga
9am - 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall

Tickets go on sale Sundays after services
November 4th through November 25th

Tickets are not available at the door
941-492-4851

email: kwood1221@comcast.net

Host a meal for 6 to 8 people and provide 
the main food item,

or attend a dinner or lunch and bring an 
assigned food item.

Sign up for one or both in the Glass 
House, on-line at venicepres.org/events, 

or call VPC (941-488-2258) or 
Jean (941-484-6333)

Saturday, December 1, 2pm-4pm
Tickets are $15

PW Christmas Tea
Hostesses Needed

Lunch Brunch
Casual lunch with friends

Saturday, November 10, 1:00 PM

Eirinn Abu
"Saxy Christmas"

Breaking Bread Together
Dinners in the Home

Sunday, December 2, 5:00 pm



The Alternative Gift Market & Festival 
is a fun-filled celebration of abundance 
and generosity! 
December 2nd & 9th, following both 
the 9am and 11am worship services, 
we celebrate VPC's Mission Partners 
with live music, refreshments, educa-
tion and an opportunity to share our 
abundance with those who have little 
while honoring our loved ones for the 
holidays.

Give hope to local, national and 
international missions.  Purchase a 
“gift” -no wrapping required- which 
will benefit those in need and honor 
or in-memoriam of a loved one.
Receive a beautiful Christmas card 
reflecting your contribution along 
with information about your chosen 
mission just in time for the holidays. 
Show your love and appreciation for 
the special people in your life while 
giving to those organizations that 
help better the lives of God’s children 
in need.

WEB* GO MAIL*

Visit VPC 
website 
venicepres.org

Alternative Gift 
Market & Festival
Fellowship Hall
December 2 & 9

*Please note that those gifts purchased online will not receive a Alternative Gift Market & Festival Card 
but will receive a receipt with your purchase to give to recipient.

VPC c/o Alternative 
Gift Market
825 The Rialto,
Venice, FL 34285

It`s a Wonderful 
Life, Let`s Share It!

Sunday, December 2 & 9

Booklet & Online 
Gift Giving begins 

November 18

2018 Alternative Gift Market & Festival


