
We Prepare Our Hearts For Worship

PRELUDE
 “Emperor” Quartet in C Major - Joseph Haydn

WELCOME
 Rev. Carolyn Wilson, Pastor of Connection and Outreach

Please pass the Friendship Pads and Greet One Another

We Offer Our Praise To God

CHORAL INTROIT
 Let The People of God Go Singing - Ken Medema

*HYMN
 To God Be The Glory

We Connect With God Through Prayer

PSALM 32

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
 Jamal Sarikoki, Minister of Music and Worship

Almighty God, spirit of peace and grace, whose salvation is never 
far from penitent hearts; we confess the sins that have estranged 
us from Thee, dimmed our vision of heavenly things, and brought 
upon us many troubles and sorrows. We remember with shame 
how often we have forgotten our duties and lost our faith. O merci-
ful Father grant unto us who humble ourselves before Thee, the re-
mission of all our sins and the assurance of Thy pardon and peace. 
Grant, o God, that we may be ready to respond to the voice of Thy 
indwelling spirit; that we may live in loving obedience to Thee and 
in charity with all men. Help us to forgive as we would be forgiven, 
dwelling neither in speech nor in thought upon offenses committed 
against us, but seeking to overcome evil with good. And, as the 
Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but to minister, make 
us willing to spend and to be spent in Thy service; that we may 
finish the work Thou gave us to do, and finally by Thy mercy, be 
numbered with those who behold Thy face in Glory; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE
 Our Father - Craig Courtney

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forevermore. Amen. 

We Worship God Through Giving

CALL FOR OFFERING
 Rev. Burke Johnson, Pastor of Member Care

OUR OFFERING TO GOD
 A Prayer To Jehovah - Molly Ijames
 Chancel Choir

Guide me O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; I 
am weak, but Thou are mighty, hold me with Thy powerful hand. Bread 
of Heaven feed me ‘til I want no more. Open now thy crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream o’er flow; Let the fire and cloudy pillar, lead 
me all my journey through. Strong Deliverer be thou still my strength 
and shield. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears sub-
side; Death of death and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee.

*GLORIA PATRI

*HYMN 
 Sweet Hour Of Prayer 

God Speaks To Us Through The Living Word

MESSAGE 
 Jesus The Storyteller
 “Parables on Prayer”
 Luke 18:1-14
 Rev. Christopher Romig

God Sends Us To Make Christ Known

*HYMN 
 What A Friend We Have in Jesus

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION

*BLESSING AND SENDING
 The Lord Bless You and Keep You - John Rutter

The Lord bless you and keep you: The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his counte-
nance upon you and give you peace. Amen

POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able.

Luke 18:1-14

During the singing of the hymn, we welcome the children to participate 
in Children’s Church for the 11am service by meeting their teachers in the 
main lobby (Narthex).

1And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to 
pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a 

judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was 
a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me 
justice against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but afterward 
he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, 
so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 6 And 
the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not 
God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he 
delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speed-
ily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?” 9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two 
men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed[a] thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would 
not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Through this season of messages on “Jesus the Storyteller,” the VPC 
Drama Team is presenting short original vignettes based on The 
Screwtape Letters.  This classic book by C. S. Lewis imagines a series 
of conversations between two demons about how to interfere in the 
spiritual development of humans.  Harley Allen and Janet Banigan 
play the recurring characters of Screwtape (the elder demon) and 
Wormwood (the fiendish apprentice).

We encourage you to greet one another in the Narthex, Glass House, and park-
ing lot. Please be aware of those who continue to worship by listening to the 
Postlude.

Special Thanks To Our String Ensemble

Daniel Jordan-Violin 1
Samantha Bennett-Violin 2
Michael McClelland-Viola

Natalie Helm-Cello
Stephen Fancher-piano
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THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS
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bJesus the Storyteller

Notes

For your convenience, Hearing Loop is installed. Switch hearing aid to t-coil or 
pick up a hearing device at the Welcome Center.

Welcome to
VENICE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

M 3/25 Luke 18:1-8 The Parable of the Persistent Widow
T 3/26 Luke 18:9-14 The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
W 3/27 Luke 18:15-17 Let the Little Children Come to Me
Th 3/28 Luke 18:18-30 The Rich Ruler
F 3/29 Luke 18:31-34 Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time
Sa 3/30 Luke 18:35-43 Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar
You are encouraged to take each Sunday as an opportunity to re-
read or catch up on the previous week’s readings, to look ahead at 
the readings for the coming week, or to reflect on your journal notes. 
Luke Journals are available or in the library during regular library 
hours, (donation $5). Free bookmarks with the list of the daily readings 
from Luke will also be available for all at the Welcome Center.

This Week’s Daily Readings From Luke’s Gospel

March 24, 2019, 9am & 11am

PRAYERS FOR HEALING for Lois Morgan

W e are so glad you’ve chosen to worship with us today. It is 
our desire to welcome you and offer the opportunity for 
you to experience the love of Christ and His presence.

Prayer time with a pastor or elder is available in the Chapel after 
each service.
We provide nursery care (5 and under) and Children's Church (K - 5th 
grade) during the 11am service, please register your child/chil-
dren in the Narthex before service begins. Children's Church will 
not take place on Communion Sundays.
Immediately following worship, parents can pick up their children 
in the library, located at the end of the walkway, and enjoy fellow-
ship, coffee and refreshments in the Glass House as a family.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

EASTER SEASON SCHEDULE

Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who has 
been struggling with the loss of a loved one, loneliness, cancer, a 
layoff, relocation, divorce, a spiritual crisis, recuperation, single 
parenthood, or any of countless other life challenges? Our Stephen 
Ministers can provide them with the focused care, encouragement, 
and support that they need to make it through the crisis. Talk with 
one of our Stephen Leaders:  Marcia Bickmore 488-9379, Richard 
Gilbert 941-468-9174 or Laura Saye 269-339-5907.

April 14th Palm Sunday, 9:00am & 11:00am
April 18th Maundy Thursday, 7:00pm
April 19th Good Friday

6:15pm, We will have an extended prelude featuring 
music for 2 flutes, piano and organ.
7:00pm, Scripture reading’s Choral Anthems and organ 
music centered around the Seven Last Words of Christ.

April 21st Easter Sunday
8:00am, This service will feature a sermon from Luke, 
communion, and music by Tim Zimmerman and The 
King’s Brass.
9:30am & 11:15 am, A traditional service with a 
message from Luke, music from our Chancel Choir, 
Tim Zimmerman and the King’s Brass, and a 
opportunity for all to stand and sing the Hallelujah 
Chorus.


