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To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life

Easter Egg Hunt

Good-Bye Snowbirds
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Our Vision in Action

Worship Service Hours
Sunday, 9am & 11am
9am Wednesday Communion

Office Phone
941-488-2258

Library Hours
Monday - Thursday, 10-12pm
Sunday, 8:30-11:30am
Regular Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 4:00pm
Friday, 9:00am - 12:00pm

To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life
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I receive many emails from congregation members. Many are very 
encouraging and heartwarming. I recently received the following email 
reminding me to live generously!
Hi Chris, 
Just a couple of quick thoughts from the Gospel of Luke, not original!
• A man may give because he cannot help it. That is the only real 

way to give.
• The law of the kingdom is this - that if a man gives to gain 

reward he will receive no reward: but if a man gives, with no 
thought of reward, his reward is certain.

• God gave because he so loved the world - and so must we.
In His name
This email was a great reminder to live generously every day! 

Venice Presbyterian Church is blessed with a supportive congregation who lives 
out scripture and supports God’s direction for our lives. In February 
we received $185,664.91 in unrestricted funds while expenses 
totalled $122,052.36. We are thankful to have a good start on the 
year and to get ready for the seasonal summer months.

Thank you for your continued generosity. Your faithfulness is a gift!

February Financial Update

Welcome Center Volunteers

Board of Trustees
Bob Allen, Chair
Glenn Breitzig
Ann Woody
Skip Sayers
Bob Allen
Richard Gilbert

2019, The Year of Living Generously

Venice Presbyterian Church is seeking 
Welcome Center Volunteers.
This is more than a Greeter position. 
This is a multi-functional position 
requiring excellent team work and 
time management skills. The Greeter 
provides an important sense of 
openness and welcoming to all guests 
by greeting everyone and answering 
questions about upcoming events, sign 
ups, and general needs.
Responsibilities & Essential Functions:
• Cordially greet visitors upon arrival
• Excellent customer service skills
• Strong emphasis on positive 

attitude
• Effective communication skills

Welcome Center Hours:
• In Season- 9am service & 11am 

service
• Summer- 10am service
Volunteers are just ordinary people 
with extraordinary hearts.
They offer the gift of their time to 
teach, to listen, to help, to inspire, to 
build, to grow, to learn. 
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Worship Ministry 

Retirement Community Communion Gatherings
with Rev. Carolyn Wilson

Village on the Isle – April 11@ 11am
Aston Gardens – April 12 @ 9:45am
Jacaranda Trace – April  12 @ 1pm

9am & 11am Service
Communion will be served in the pews. 
Please hold the bread until all have been 
served so we may partake together. The 
bread is now gluten-free.

Wednesday Communion
9am Communion service is offered 
Wednesday morning in the chapel.
All are welcome.

Communion Sunday, March 3

National Day of Prayer, Thursday, May 2, 2019
All Events will be held (or will begin) in the Chapel. Come whenever you are able to join 
us in praying to God. Between the designated prayer events, the chapel will be open for 
personal prayer and communion with God.
6am
Morning Prayer
We begin by gathering in 
the Chapel to praise God, 
affirm our faith in the Risen 
Lord Jesus Christ, and 
invite and acknowledge the 
presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit.  We will pray for 
the specific prayer sessions 
throughout the day.

9am
Prayer Walk the Church 
Campus
Those who are able may 
join in a prayer walk of the 
church grounds, anointing 
the campus doors, and 
praying for the ministries 
that take place in each 
location.

12 Noon
Prayers for the Nation
A service of prayer for our 
nation, joining with Chris-
tians across the USA who 
will be gathering to pray at 
12 noon.  

3pm
Session Elders Pray for VPC 
Church Family
All are invited to join the 
VPC Elders, who will be 
praying by name for each 
member and affiliate mem-
ber of our church

6pm
Jazz Vespers
An evening prayer service 
featuring jazz music

9pm
Night Prayer & Communion 
Scripture, liturgy, prayer, 
music, and the Lord’s 
Supper

All who trust in Jesus Christ 
are invited to celebrate 
together at the table of the 
family of God.

12 Midnight 
Midnight Prayer & Praise
Psalm readings, accompa-
nied by prayers and songs 
of worship.

Throughout the day and 
night, all are kindly asked to 
refrain from conversation 
in the chapel, in respect for 
those who are praying.



Remember and honor loved ones 
while adorning the chancel with 
lovely Easter Lilies. Please use the 
Lily Donation Envelope available in 
the pews. 

Lily 
Donations 
to Honor 

Loved Ones
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The Acts of the Apostles
As we conclude our church-wide study of 
the Gospel of Luke, we will begin looking 
at Luke’s sequel, The Acts of the Apostles.  
Beginning in May, the Sunday messages 
and Wednesday evening Bible studies will 
explore “Part 2” of Dr. Luke’s New Testament 
writings.  As Luke focused his Gospel on the 

life and ministry of Jesus, the book of Acts 
chronicles the dynamic power of the Holy 
Spirit in the early years of the Christian faith.  
We will again be offering daily readings 
and the book of Acts in Scripture Journal 
format (look for these in the narthex beginning 
Sunday, April 28).

Holy Week Worship Hours

Maundy Thursday Reinactment
Listen as music washes over you and prepares your mind and heart for worship. Experience 
Leonardo Di Vinci’s iconic painting of The Last Supper come to life as members of The Ven-
ice Presbyterian Church Drama Team reenact the institution of communion. Watch as the 
disciples enter, have their feet washed and take their place in the painting. Listen as each 
shares his personal experience as a disciple of Jesus and ponders who the traitor may be. 
Prepare as Jesus distributes the bread and wine to His disciples. Share in The Holy Meal as 
the disciples distribute the elements to the congregation.

April 14th
Palm Sunday
9:00am & 11:00am
April 18th
Maundy Thursday
7:00pm, Experience Leon-
ardo Di Vinci’s iconic paint-
ing of The Last Supper 
come to life as members 
of The Venice Presbyte-
rian Church Drama Team 
reenact the institution of 
communion.
April 19th
Good Friday
6:15pm, We will have an 
extended prelude featuring 
music for 2 flutes, piano 
and organ.

7:00pm, Scripture read-
ing’s, Choral Anthems and 
organ music centered 
around the Seven Last 
Words of Christ.
April 21
Easter Sunday
8:00am, This service will 
feature a sermon from 
Luke, communion, and 
music by Tim Zimmerman 
and The King’s Brass.
9:30am & 11:15 am
A traditional service with a 
message from Luke, music 
from our Chancel Choir, 
Tim Zimmerman and the 
King’s Brass, and a oppor-
tunity for all to stand and 
sing the Hallelujah Chorus.
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Music Ministry

Choir Practice
Wednesday, 7:00-8:30pm

Handbells' Rehearsal
Tuesday, 3:30-5pm

Thank You to Two Special Volunteers
Our Concert Series is an opportunity to celebrate 
music of the highest caliber and bring the unchurched 
into the doors of God’s kingdom. As Artistic Director, 
it is a pleasure to welcome our church family, 
friends, and guests through these doors to hear the 
highest quality music. This can’t be done without our 
countless volunteers. 
For the last 11 years, Christine Parry and Diana 
Bernstein have worked tirelessly within our box office. 
Their loving and friendly face to our patrons cannot 
go without sincere gratitude. They both go over and 

beyond to make our guests feel at ease. They have been a constant source of 
encouragement to both myself and the concert series staff. 
After this season, these two volunteers will officially retire from their service at 
the concert series. My heart is full of appreciation for these two beautiful souls. 
The light and love of Christ shines brightly through them. If you see them in the 
box office or around church please thank them and give them a hug for their 
countless hours of work.

Sincerely,
Jamal Sarikoki, Artistic Director
Venice Community Concert Series

Spring Concert
On Wednesday April 10th at 7pm, join 
us for a concert featuring the Venice 
Community Orchestra. The Venice 
Community Orchestra consists of 
players of all ages and abilities. Their 
goal is to provide great music for the 
community while raising money to 
benefit local charities.
There will a love offering taken and all 
the proceeds will go to Family Promise 
ministries. A featured soloist of this 
concert will be VPC’s own, Karen Romig.
Please join us for a wonderful evening of 
music and an opportunity to support our 
community through Family Promise.
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Knit One, Pray Too
Our Guatemala team was blessed to see a brand 
new infant (30 minutes old) presented to the mother 
snuggled in one of our donated baby blankets created 
by our Knit One, Pray Too team. Blessings to this new 
life & family.

Care & Compassion

Contact May Williams at 
mwillliams@venicepres.
org

Planning the Party
Pre-planning your Christian 
funeral or memorial 
service is one of the best 
ways to help your family 
during their difficult time of 
grief and loss. By leaving 
them specific information 
regarding your own 
personal desires, you will 
greatly ease your family’s 
burden of making decisions 
and trying to guess what 
you would have wanted. 
We have a booklet available 
to make your preferences 
known and preplanning 
easy for both you and your 
loved ones. 

Do You Know Someone Going through a 
Difficult Time?
Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative 
who has been struggling with the loss of a loved 
one, loneliness, cancer, a layoff, relocation, divorce, 
a spiritual crisis, recuperation, single parenthood, or 
any of countless other life challenges? Our Stephen 
Ministers can provide them with the focused care, 
encouragement, and support they need to make it 
through the crisis. 
If you know of 
someone who is 
hurting, talk with 
one of our Stephen 
Leaders:  Marcia 
Bickmore 488-9379, 
Richard Gilbert 941-
468-9174 or Laura 
Saye 269-339-5907

Visually Impaired? 
Having difficulty reading 
and seeing colors? Join us 
for a two-hour workshop on 
April 12 from 10:00-12:00 in 
Room 9.  A representative 
from The Lighthouse of 
Manasota will join us to 
educate and demonstrate 
resources including apps 
for iPhone and iPad, and 
our own Bob Hussa will 
explain how the iPad can 
be used to enhance your 
worship experience as 
well as introducing free 
resources.Sign up in the 
Glass House or call Karen 
Norwood at 320-492-0612
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the Hub! Youth Ministry & A/V

To volunteer or for more information for The Hub, Youth Ministry,
contact Conrad Knepp at cknepp@venicepres.org

The Screwtape Letters
We would like to take the time to say thank you to the following people 
for their hard work and dedication behind the scenes during the 
production of the first VPC video vignette series “The Screwtape Letters”.
Harley Allen for writing the plays 
and his portrayal of Screwtape
Janet Banigan for her portrayal of 
Wormwood
William Romig
Camera Operator, Shotgun Mic Op-
erator, Main Editor of 2 Episodes, 
Co-Editor on 3 Episodes

Nicholas Romig
Camera Operator, Shotgun Mic Op-
erator, Main Editor of 2 Episodes, 
Co-Editor on 3 Episodes
Alec Ronald
Camera Hand and Audio Hand on 1 
Episode
John Banigan
Auxillary hand for every surprise 
that surfaced

Bowling Night
On March 28th we will be meeting at 
AMF Lanes on 41 in Venice, rather than 
at the church.  We have a bowling night 
once every couple of months and it’s 
that time again!!!  We will meet from 
5-8.  Costs are covered for kids.  Par-
ents welcome.

GrandParents Gone Wired
The Grandparents Gone Wired Event was quite a success. We had over 
100 people in attendance and the room was buzzing from start to finish.  
There were 13 youth volunteers floating from table to table and the entire 
event lasted nearly 4 hours! We will definitely be having another event 
soon so be prepared to sign up for the fun!
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Children's Ministry

Celebrating our VIP Buddy Break team 
members with fellowship, dinner, and enter-
tainment. Spouses, friends, and significant 
others are welcome to join in the fun.
Tuesday, April 2, Dinner is at 5:30. Set up 
and clean up is 3-9.

Buddy Break Appreciation Dinner
Recognizing those who give their time and talents.

To volunteer or for more information for Children's Ministry,
contact Genna Sarikoki at gsarikoki@venicepres.org

This summer, we are pleased to be offering 2 
weeks of day camp for children. The dates of 
summer camp are June 10th-14th and July 
15th-19th.
Many hands are needed for Day Camp to be a 
success! There are full day, half day, and hour-
ly ways to get involved! Spend time with the kiddos, help with set up or tear 
down, supervise a lunch line, or help in any way.
This ministry counts as a community service which can be applied towards 
necessary hours for local high school students. Any high school students in-
terested in working with day camp, please consider volunteering.

Cedarkirk Volunteers Needed

Nursery Volunteers Needed
We are in need of volunteers to work 
in the nursery. Our nursery is avail-
able during the 11:00am service, 
so the volunteer hours are from 
10:45am-the end of service. If you 

are willing to be put on a monthly 
schedule to help out that would be 
much appreciated! 
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Guatemala Stoves Team Update for 2019
By Lois Weeks

A team of 15 went to Guatemala under Helps International March 9-18, 2019, to 
install Onil stoves and water filters in 80 homes and one school. The stoves are 
portable, award winning, culturally acceptable stoves which VPC teams have 
been installing for the past 10 years. They are insulated, raised off the floor, 
stable, vented, and use 70% less firewood. Families save a significant amount 
of money buying less firewood, and ecologically, each stove saves one tree per 
month. Since 20 percent of children in GU die by age 5, primarily from dysentery 
and pneumonias, the stove and water filters are a substantial health benefit to the 
families.
We traveled 8 hours (95 miles through mountains) to stay in Nebaj, and worked 
in various communities nearby throughout the week installing stoves and water 
filters. At the end of each stove installation, we had a time of prayer for the family 
and dedication for the stove. They were given a beautiful laminated copy of the 
prayer. Each family was able to pick one seashell, a Florida print by Holly Vincent, 
and a photo of Florida wildlife to keep. (They were great conversation topics! ) The 
families were very grateful to our church for the stoves and water filters. 

On Friday we toured two schools; a 
public school where we installed an 
institutional stove and 8 water filters in 
classrooms, as well as donated school 
and first aid items, and the Helps school 
in Santa Avelina where we were given a 
tour and delivered gifts to children who 
have sponsors from our church or team 
members. We also gave the school a 
banner from VPC which they were very 
pleased to receive as well as several 
copies of “Mujeres de Gracie” which were 
donated by Jennifer Spears. 
We delivered supplies (instruments 
donated by Dr. Neily, antibiotic and 
cortisone ointments, a nebulizer for 
infants, patient gowns, bandages, sheets, 
baby receiving blankets) and about 100 

knitted baby items from the “Knit One, Pray Too” VPC group to the Santa Avelina 
clinic where they are given to newborn babies to keep them warm in this very 
chilly community. Since a new mom had just delivered 30 minutes before, we 
were privileged to see the baby dressed in one of the buntings and blanket. The 
nurses and mother, Maria, was very happy to receive the beautiful clothes.

Mission & Outreach
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Morning devotions were led by Rev. Carolyn Wilson. On Sunday, after singing 
in the granary, she led a beautiful service at a ruin of a convent. 

We had a wonderful time as a team, with a few days of illness for some 
people, but no major accidents or rainy days. The families were so 
appreciative of their stoves and filters and thanked our church. 

We had two intergenerational families, Doug Chase with his two daughters, 
Elizabeth Rochette and Deborah Howarth, and Nate (son) and Viggo 
(grandson) joined Jim and Lois Weeks. 

Guatemala 2019 team
Bob Allen
Doug Chase
Bob Craver
Deborah Howarth
Marilyn Meub
Kathy Nine

Elizabeth Rochette 
Holly Vincent
Ron Waldron
Eli Weatherly
Jim Weeks 
Lois Weeks

Nathan Weeks
Viggo Weeks
Rev. Carolyn Wilson

Additional Trip Highlights:
• Celebration of Bob Allen and Marilyn Meub Allen’s marriage
• Jim & Lois received an award from Helps for over 20 years of service
• Interaction with the families and children 

who were all so warm and friendly and really 
grateful for the stoves and water filters

• Sharing special moments and building 
friendships with team members

• Gratitude for all we have been given as 
Americans and followers of Jesus along with 
a realization of our great responsibility to be 
good stewards



Laurel Civic Association, Inc. is a tax-ex-
empt 501 (c) 3. Although we lease space in 
the Sandra Sims Terry Community Center, 
we are not connected to, or a part of the 
center or Sarasota County. Our organi-
zation was formed in 1969 by a group of 
dedicated volunteers in the Laurel Com-
munity. We were incorporated in 1989 and 
received our tax-exempt status in 1990. 
We offer services and support to primarily 
low income and at risk children and their 
families through activities that educate, 
provide positive social interaction, and lead 
to self-sufficiency.

This food pantry helps feed those in need in 
Sarasota County.

The Laurel Civic Association has grown 
right along with the needs of South 
Sarasota County. Our activities, programs 
and advocacy are born of the needs of the 
children and families we serve. 

Major needs of our community and the 
entire county are served through: 

• Decent and affordable housing
• Equal educational opportunities for all 

children
• Feeding the hungry
• Safe, supervised care for children after 

school
• Social interaction that broadens the 

horizon of the disenfranchised 
• A clean, safe neighborhood to live in

We help those we serve get closer to the 
goal of self-sufficiency each day with the 
help of our funders, volunteers and donors.

Education
Education is the foundation for all of our 
programs. It is the goal of any activity that 
we offer for adults or children.

• Homework Assistance
• Earning by Learning
• Teen Empowerment 

Community Development
Community Development is taking care of 
the people, the buildings and the land in our 
communities. We have done that by edu-
cating, supporting and empowering all ages 
with the tools to become self-sufficient, and 
making permanent and positive changes in 
the community.

• Affordable Housing
• Adopt-A-Road
• Community Clean-Up

Healthy Mind & Body
Everyone deserves not to be hungry. We do 
our part by serving as a distribution site for 
USDA Food through All Faiths Food Bank 
once a month to at least 96 families. Nutri-
tional education is an integral part of USDA 
and Kid’s Café.
• USDA Commodities
• Educational Field Trips
• Kids’ Café

Social Development
Socialization is very important for low-in-
come and disenfranchised children and 
their families. All of our activities are safe 
and supervised by positive adult role 
models. Everyone is allowed to and helped 
to expand their horizon every day in all our 
activities.

To support the Monthly Mission Partners, please add your donation to the yellow 
envelopes in the pews. Your continued support is a life-line to these families in 

Christ. We appreciate your support.

March Monthly Mission Partner (MMP)
Laurel Civic Association, Inc.

Mission & Outreach
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VPC's Bi-Annual Food Drive
The VPC food drive supplies the four local food pantries 
in the Venice area with non-perishables food items. Col-
lection begins with the distribution of the bags on April 7 
after worship service on Sunday at all exits. The collection 
of the filled bags is the following Sunday, April 14 before 
each service. Cars will be waiting in the parking lot with 
balloons flying!

Looking for a Short-Term 
International Mission Trip?

We are seeking six people to go to TCM 
International Institute’s Haus Edelweiss in 
beautiful Vienna, Austria, September 8-20 
this year, to provide hospitality to interna-
tional seminary students. Check it out at 
tcmi.org. Contact Fred & Cindy Gossman 
for more information (513-836-6839).

Day 4 Hope Volunteers Needed
Please consider volunteering for this amazing ministry. Online sign-
up portal opens Sunday, April 28 at www.venicpres.org. Portal will 
close June 30th. Once we receive the full number of volunteers, we 
will close the portal. Day 4 Hope is Saturday, July 27, 2019

3 Cents A Meal
On Sunday, April 28, please visit Christine Hart at the 
table in the narthex and exchange or pick up a food 
container. Every penny counts.

Mision Peniel (Immokalee) Volunteer Opportunity & Donations Requests
Looking for ways to be the hands and feet of Christ?  On Friday, April 26 a group 
of VPC volunteers will carpool to Mision Peniel in Immokalee, Florida to distribute 
clothing and serve food to migrant farm workers. We will meet at VPC at 11:00 
and return to the church at approximately 8:00 p.m. Previous volunteers have 
returned tired, but changed by the experience and grateful for the opportunity to 
show God’s love to others.  Please consider joining us!

Sign up in the Glass House or contact Laura Saye at sayet392@aol.com or 269-
339-5907.

A current donation needs list will be posted next to the sign-up sheet.



Monday
Holy Yoga
9am - 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall
Line Dancing
10:30am - 11:30am, Fellowship Hall
Knit One, Pray Too
12pm - 2pm, Rm 9
Pat Pitha, sunnypatpitha@aol.com
Martha's Circle
1pm - 3pm, Rm 6
1st Monday of the month, end in may
Pat Radcliffe, patwrad@gmail.com
MnM Men's Group 
6pm - 7pm, Glass House
Alan Penick, adpenick@comcast.net

Tuesday
Men’s Discussion Group
8:00am - 9am, Rm 11
Doug Brown, dodobrown252@gmail.com
Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study
9:15 – 10:15 AM, Glass House. The study 
will be on the Gospel of Luke. Dick Ed-
munds, (941) 488-8949
kcid1961@gmail.com
Nomads Bible Study
9:30am - 11am in Room 11
Carolyn Wilson, cwilson@venicepres.org
Rachel's Circle
10 am- 12am, Rm 6
1st Tuesday of each month
Shirley Blood, clarkespinkle@gmail.com
Dorcas Bible Study (Women’s)
10am - 12pm in Room 6
3rd Tuesday of each month
Beth Tieman, bethtmn@comcast.net 
Women's Tuesday Fellowship
7pm - 9pm, Room 6
Kim Jason, kljason@comcast.net 

Wednesday
Classic Creations & Crafting 
10am-12pm, Room 9
1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Novelle Franklin, novelle313@comcast.net
Adult Coloring Crew
12pm, Library
Ardith Pinner, apinner@venicepres.org
Book Club
1pm - 2:30pm, Rm 8
1st Wednesday ot the month
Mary Gregory
mgregorysmiles@gmail.com
Pastor Chris' Midweek Bible Study
6pm - 7pm, Sanctuary
ends April 17

Thursday
MOPS (Mothers of PreSchoolers*)
8:30am - 12pm, Fellowship Hall
1st & 3rd Thursday
*Moppets (1st & 3rd Thursday)
8:30am - 12pm, Family Life Center

Friday
Holy Yoga
9am - 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall
Bible Study Fellowship (BSF)
9:45am to 11:15am, Sanctuary
Tracy Patsel, at tracyjae@gmail.com
Telling the Story Writing Workshop
10am to 12pm, Archives in Library
Lissie Thomasson, saltmarp@atlantic.net 

Connect & Grow
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Book Club
1st Wednesday of the month, 1 - 2:30pm, Rm 8
April 3 When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
May 1 River of Doubt by Candice Millard

The book of Genesis presents a picture of creation as taking place in six days followed 
by a day of rest (Genesis 1). Science describes the origins of the cosmos as taking place 
by a Big Bang approximately 14 billion years ago and the origins of humanity by a long 
evolutionary process. Are these two accounts hopelessly in conflict? Tremper Longman 
III, the author of Confronting Old Testament Controversies (Baker, 2019), will show that 
when Genesis is properly read as it was intended by the original author, that there is no 
true contradiction between science and the Bible.

Tremper Longman III (PhD, Yale University) is a distinguished scholar and Professor 
Emeritus of Biblical Studies at Westmont College. He has authored or co-authored over 
thirty-five books. His various books have been translated into seventeen languages. He 
is on the advisory board of the Biologos Foundation and also the Science for Seminaries 
program of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). He is 
married to Alice and they have three adult sons and six granddaughters. Alice and Trem-
per live in Alexandria, Virginia.

May 9, 6 - 7:30pm in the Sanctuary

All women are invited to a PW potluck luncheon on April 16th at noon. The program will be, 
" A Moravian Lady" presented by Diane Penick and and Joan High. Honorary Life member-
ship and Key Woman awards will be presented and elections held.

Presbyterian Women

Creationism vs Evolution Lecture

Goodbye Snowbirds! 
We invite you to stay connected to VPC
Just because you're not here in person, doesn't mean you 
can't be involved with VPC year-round. Please subscribe 
to our weekly newsletter and visit our website for up-
to-date information. Plus, downwload the Realm APP 
(Realm Connect) which includes our calendar and direc-
tory for fast and convenient direct communication with 
staff and the congregation. Stay safe and we will miss you!
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