
Connect, Grow & Go

Here’s What’s Going on at VPC in September 2019

To Glorify God as a Disciple-Making Outpost of Kingdom Life

Family Night

VCCS Lineup Announced

Volunteers Needed!



Our Vision in Action VPC Staff
Senior Pastor
Rev. Chris Romig
cromig@venicepres.org

Executive Director
Chris O'Brien
cobrien@venicepres.org

Pastor of Connection & 
Outreach
Rev. Carolyn Wilson
cwilson@venicepres.org

Pastor of Member Care
Rev. Burke Johnson
bjohnson@venicepres.com

Children's Director
Genna Sarikoki
gsarikoki@venicepres.org

Communication Director
Kelly Wensley
kwensley@venicepres.org

Facility Management
Nick Clemmer
nclemmer@venicepres.org

Financial Director
Kim Curran
kcurran@venicepres.org

Bookkeeper
Megan Lechlitner
mlechlitner@venicepres.org

Minister of Music & 
Worship Arts
Jamal Sarikoki
jsarikoki@venicepres.org

Office Manager
May Williams
mwilliams@venicepres.org

Receptionist
Connie Sayers
csayers, @venicepres.org

Facility & A/V
Gary Youngberg
gyoungberg@venicepres.org

Session
Teaching Elders
Christopher Romig
Carolyn Wilson

Clerk of Session
Laurie Wright

Cris Anderson 
Dick Edmunds 
Tom Hoffman 
Bob Painter 
Bob Allen 
Nick Clemmer 
Sheryl Morford
Jamal Sarikoki
Jennie Chaplain
Carolyn Stephens
Jim Weeks
Shelly Wharton

Human Resources
Dick Edmunds (Chair)
Carlene Painter
David Schoenthaler 
Anna Marie Brummett 
Bob Jelenchick 
Sydna Zeliff 
Nick Clemmer
Diane Sharp 
Carol Dickinson 

Board of Trustees
Bob Allen (Chair)
Skip Sayers 
Richard Gilbert 
Ann Woody
Mary Gregory
Fred Francis

Regular Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9am - 4pm
Friday, 9am - 12pm 

Worship Service Hours
Sunday, 10am

Office Phone
941-488-2258

Library Hours
Monday - Thursday
10-12pm
Sunday, 8:30-11:30am

To Glorify God 
As A Disciple-

Making 
Outpost Of 

Kingdom Life

Volunteers Needed!  
Contact May Williams at 
mwillliams@venicepres.org



Get to know VPC's Ruling Elders:
Dick Edmunds
I was born and raised 
in Glens Falls, NY. After 
college, 5 years in the 
Marine Corps, and 
37 years in the paper 
packaging business, I 
retired in 2002 and came 
to explore Florida in the 
winter of 2003.We visited 
several different areas of 
the state, and when we 
arrived in and explored 
Venice, we knew we 
had found our winter 
home, which would then 
become our permanent 
home.
Judy and I went to high 
school together, and 
each married another 
spouse. We both subse-
quently went through di-
vorces and reconnected 
after 25 years, and have 
now been married 32 
years. I have two sons, 
Rich (Cape Cod, MA) and 
Scott (Burlington, VT) 
and two grandchildren, 
Mason (19) and Marin 
(16).
We first visited VPC in 
2003, just after Pastor 
Chris was called as 
Senior Pastor. We were 
very impressed with the 
friendly reception we 
received at VPC, the new 
friends we made and 
with Chris’ leadership 
and as a preacher and 

teacher. When we re-
turned here in the winter 
of 2004, we attended 
the new member class, 
joined as affiliate mem-
bers, and as full mem-
bers in 2005. 
I feel honored and 
blessed to have been 
nominated and elected 
to serve and represent 
the congregation in 
spiritual, administrative 
and operational matters, 
and support our pastors, 
Executive Director and 
staff. 
I have always been 
a well-organized and 
achievement-oriented 
person. Serving as a 
Ruling Elder, Chair of the 
HR Committee, Chair of 
the APNC, Men’s Bible 
study facilitator and 
providing leadership on 
seven stove team mis-
sion trips have allowed 
me to utilize my gifts to 
serve our church at home 
and beyond…..in each of 
these callings, I have also 
been served in new and 
unexpected ways.
I feel very blessed with 
the spiritual growth I 
have experienced at VPC, 
primarily led by Pastor 
Chris’ sermons, teach-
ings and Bible studies. I 

have learned and em-
braced what it means to 
be a disciple……to openly 
share my beliefs and 
reflect my faith in my 
daily life by my actions 
and deeds.
As a young adult, I 
competed on a national 
and international level 
in track & field, running 
the 400 meters. One of 
my early heroes was 
the Scottish runner, Eric 
Liddell, 1924 400 Meters 
Olympic champion…….
and if you know about 
Eric, you will understand 
why he remains a hero 
to this day. His story was 
depicted in the movie, 
Chariots of Fire. As a 
committed Christian, 
Liddell struggled for 
quite some time with 
decisions as to whether 
he should run or preach. 
Ultimately, he went 
to the mission field in 
China. But in the film, his 
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Get to know VPC's Ruling Elders:
Bob Painter

I was born and raised in 
a small town 60 miles 
north of Pittsburgh, PA, 
called East Brady. We 
vacationed in this area, 
visiting my Aunt in Siesta 
Key. So, when we retired 
and NEVER wanted to 
shovel snow again, Ven-
ice was an obvious place 
to go.
Carlene and I have been 
married for 49 years. We 
met in our very first class 
on our very first day at 
Grove City College. We 
have three children. The 
oldest is Brian (PGA golf 
professional.) Our twins 
are Darin (free lance writ-
er) and Karin (teacher.) 
We have 6 grandchildren. 
They range in age from 
5-15.

We bought our home 
here in 2002, attending 
VPC immediately. We 
joined in 2003. Our deci-
sion to join was because 
of the presence of Pastor 
Chris and the music 
ministry.
I enjoy working with 
such wonderful, spiritual 
people. I continue to 
learn about and be a part 
of inner workings of the 
Church. They have taught 
me so much. “To God be 
the Glory.”
Call it “divine interven-
tion” or call it a “divine 
coincidence”. I have a 
personal passion to hear 
about, read about, and 
recognize these “God 
Winks.” Extraordinary 
little events that happen 
in your life—that can 
change the course of 
your day or change the 
course of your life. “God 
is good all the time, and 
all the time God is good”.
I love golf. I love to travel 
to see our family. I love 
to go out to dinner with 
my wife. I love my in-
volvement with VPC. We 
came here for the golf 
and the Gulf! But, we stay 
here because of VPC.

sister is pressing him to 
abandon his running and 
start his missionary work 
immediately. Liddell 
responded in his clas-
sic Scottish brogue, “I 
believe God made me for 
a purpose, but He also 
made me fast…and when 
I run, I feel his pleasure.” 
So, my hope for every 
person is to feel God’s 
pleasure in what you are 
doing, living your life well, 
in all He has called and 
created you to do.

For 35 years, I worked as 
a teacher and adminis-
trator in a large suburban 
senior high school in the 
Pittsburgh area. For 35 
years, I had to follow a 
bell schedule. Everyday, 
the clock dictated where 
I had to be and when I 
had to be there. I vowed 
that, after I retired, I 
would never again be on 
a “bell schedule.” So, the 
day I walked out of the 
building the last time, I 
took off my watch and 
put it in my pocket. I 
have never worn a watch 
again.

Dick Edmunds, cont.
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Worship Ministry 

Peace River Presbytery 

Join Us 
Saturday, Sept. 14th 

First Presbyterian Church, Port Charlotte 

OPEN TO ALL CONGREGANTS! 

Presbytery Called Meeting @10 am 
Worship @ 11:00 am 

Food and Games to follow 
Vegetarian Option Available 

$10 per person $20 per family 

Bring your BEST Homemade pie for a Pie Contest! 
RSVP to Alesia at 941-426-8421 by Sept. 5! 

BBQ Fellowship 

Food & Games 

Special Called Presbytery Meeting 
and the BBQ Fellowship Event!
When: Saturday, September 14, 2019
Where: First Presbyterian Church
 2230 Hariet Street
 Port Charlotte, FL  33952
Registration begins at 8am. The Special Called 
Meeting begins at 10am, Worship begins at 11am
BBQ, Fellowship, Food and Games begins follow-
ing Worship!

Retirement Community Communion Gatherings
with Rev. Burke Johnson

Village on the Isle
Sept 12 @ 11am

(Second Thursday)

Aston Gardens
Sept 14 @ 9:45 am

(Second Friday)

Jacaranda Trace
September 14 @ 1pm

(Second Friday)

10am Service
Communion will be served in the pews. Please 
hold the bread until all have been served so we 
may partake together. The bread is gluten-free.

Communion Sundays, September 1 & 
October 6 (World Communion Day)

The first Sunday in 
October is designat-
ed as World Com-
munion Sunday, 
which celebrates 
our oneness in 
Christ with all our 
brothers and sisters 
around the world. 
Paul tells us that 
we are to “discern 
the body” when 
we partake of Holy 
Communion, mind-
ful that we note our 
relationship to all 
our brothers and 
sisters in Christ in 
the celebration. 



Care & Compassion
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Group Gatherings
MONDAY
MnM Men's Group
6pm - 7pm, Glass House
Alan Penick 
adpenick@comcast.net
Line Dancing
10:30-11:30am, Fellowship Hall
Jackie Wheeler 
wheelerjacqueline@yahoo.com
$3 Love offering gratefully accepted

Holy Yoga
Begins October 7
TUESDAY
Rachel Bible Study
10am – 12pm, Room 5 
1st Tuesday, begins October 1st

Shirley Blood, 941-493-4992, 
clarkesprinkle@gmail.com
Elizabeth Bible Study
9:30am–11:30am, Member 
homes
Begins September 10, then 1st 
Tuesday thereafter
Hope Gordon 480-9393, 
hopecarroll12@yahoo.com 
Dorcas Bible Study
10:00 am – 12:00 pm, Room 6, 
3rd Tuesday 
Begins October 15th
Beth Tieman, 564-6304 
bethtmn@comcast.net 
Connie Householder 
882-3469 
connie1282@cs.com 

Women's Tuesday Fellowship
7pm - 9pm, Room 6
Kim Jason 
kljason@comcast.net
941-806-9894, call for schedule
WEDNESDAY
Adult Coloring Crew
12pm, Library
Ardith Pinner, apinner@
venicepres.org
Night n’ Gals
6pm - 8pm, Chapel after 
Sanctuary
Kathy Wood, 941-492-4851
kwood1221@comcast.net
FRIDAY
Bible Study Fellowship
Begins September 13th 
9:30AM.
Karen Coleman at 
kcoleman37@comcast.net or 
check out the BSF website! 
www.bsfinternational.org

Connect & Grow

SAVE THE DATE
New Member Class

We welcome all who would 
like to join Venice Presbyte-

rian Church. The next 
new member class 
begins:
Tuesday, October 
15 through Tuesday, 
November 19.
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Children's Ministry

September 21, 2019
Discover Buddy Break
Open House for interested 
parents

October 19, 2019
Dedication of Harmony 
Garden Celebration
Games and balloons for 
children. Carnival-feel 
decor and activities

November 16, 2019
Give Thanks with a Joyful 
Heart
Food drive-decorate bags 
to fill with food

December 21, 2019
Can You Feel The Love
Christmas Pageant
Lions-themed gifts
Fruit, veggie, and punch 
reception

January 18, 2020
Let it Snow
Frozen bounce house and 
snow cone machine

February 13, 2020
Buddy Appreciation 
Dinner

February 15, 2020
Happy Hearts♥

March 21, 2020
Luck of the Irish
Find the four leaf clover 
game

April 18, 2020
Spread Your Wings & Fly
Butterfly crafts

May 16, 2020
Home Sweet Home
Mother's Day Projects

June 20, 2020
Here Comes 
Summer
Watermelon 
served

Upcoming Buddy Break schedule

Look for a fun, new 
addition to our 
landscaping! August 
3, 2019 we installed a 
Buddy Break Harmony 
Garden in the front lawn. 
This play area has been 
in the works for many 
months. A special thanks 
goes to the Hughes 
family who helped this 
weekend to assemble 
the equipment.

The Buddy Break Harmony Garden is dedicated to all VIPs (special needs chil-
dren) and buddies (adult volunteers), past, present, and future. Without our many 
buddies, we would not be able to welcome VIP’s to each month’s event. 
We invite you to celebrate the Harmony Garden with us at the dedication service, 
which will be held at 10am on October 19th. This is a Buddy Break day, but the 
entire church family is invited to help us celebrate how the Lord is working within 
this ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a buddy, this is an excellent opportunity for you 
to see what we do! Take a peek into what we do each month as we welcome 
VIP’s to VPC. We would love to have you join our buddies this fall!



We are excited to partner with 2 local missions as 
we gather storybooks during the month of Sep-
tember.
Family Promise stays at VPC 4 weeks during the 
year. During their stays, we want to provide the 
families with many storybooks to read. It would be 
a huge blessing to fill our shelf with stories that are 
everything from boardbooks for toddlers to short 
chapter books for older kids. While we do not 
want to fill their suitcases with more than they can 
handle, if the families want to take books from the 
Family Promise bookshelf, they would be welcome 
to do so.
We also would like to provide books to The Twig. 
The Twig receives many gently used books for 
children who are reading, but has a more difficult 
time keeping board books for infants through 
toddlers to read. It is our desire to be able to bring 
many board books to the Twig for them to distrib-
ute to local foster care kids.
If you have a favorite story from your childhood or 
from when your kiddos were little, bring it into the 
church office! If you aren’t sure where to start, but 
want to purchase a book, visit our Amazon wish 
list to pick out a book to have sent in. Please con-
sider donating a hardcover book as they are longer 
lasting and will be enjoyed again and again.
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ZLJ0VFCLK0PS

First day of 
MOPS 2019-20

This group of moms 
of preschoolers meet 
every first and third 
Thursday from 9:30-
11:30am in the Fellow-
ship Hall.
2020 Meeting Schedule

September 5 & 19
October 3 & 17

November 7 & 25
December 5
January 16

February 6 & 20
April 2 & 16
May 7 & 21

Save the Date
Our popular Fall Fes-
tival is scheduled for 

October 25, 2019
Get your car decorat-
ing ideas going and 
stock up on candy. 

It will be here before 
you know it!

To volunteer or for more information on Children's 
Ministry, Youth Ministry and Family Development

contact Genna Sarikoki at gsarikoki@venicepres.org

September
Storybook Drive
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See Ya After School!
Genna Sarikoki is developing an afterschool program 
for kids 6th grade and up. This will be starting on 
Wednesday afternoons in the Youth Room.
Our goal is support Middle School students socially, 
emotionally, and academically as they learn about 
Christ. There will be free time, homework help, 
and, of course, some crazy academic, team build-
ing activities. We want VPC to be a safe place for 
middle-schoolers to ask questions and hang out with 
mentors.
We are looking for mentors who want to invest in the 
next generation and would commit to spending 1 or 2 
afternoons a month with our middle-schoolers. If you 
would like to get involved, please contact Genna.

This summer, the Kid's Corner staff has been working hard to move our supplies 
from the Library into Room 7. We have worked to maintain the flexibility of the 
room... so don't worry, your Bible Study won't be moving!

The Kid's Corner teachers have been busy painting, hanging 
new lettering, putting up chalkboard material, and more. 
What a great crew! 
Feel free to stop by to see our new space! We look forward 
to this room being flexible to handle all to kids that God is 
bringing our way. Do you know kids who need a space to 
worship on Sunday mornings? Invite them to join us! We 
would love to have them.

A
s we collect storybooks in September, I'm sure 
many are wondering what happened to our 
Annual School Supply Drive. Genna recently 

met with the principal and guidance counselor at 
Venice Elementary and came up with many ways that 
we will be contributing to their community this school 
year. They asked that instead of our collection of 
various supplies, we bring a few things that were on 
their wishlist. We also dropped off small treats to let 
the teachers know that we are thinking of them. 
There are several dates throughout this year that we will 
be going to Venice Elementary to bless the students & 
teachers. If you would like to be a representative helping 
with school events, please reach out to Genna.
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The Youth Group was excited to take a trip up to 
iFLY in Tampa for an afternoon of indoor skydiv-
ing. We enjoyed a morning of worship together 
and then headed out right after the morning 
service.
Praise the Lord, we had a safe drive up to Tampa 
and everyone enjoyed their flying experience! 
It was fun to watch the nervous faces as they 
learned proper flying position and then during 
their second time flying they were able to take 
a 'high fly' to experience going to the top of the 
tube they were flying in.

Every Sunday night, youth in grades 6-12 gather together for dinner, time in 
the Word, and team-building activities primarily led by Genna Sarikoki.
Dinner is provided by volunteers, in Room 9. It's always something yummy 
like tacos, pizza, salads, or bbq. Getting to know each other more around 
the table is one of the highlights of the night. 
After dinner, we spend time in Bible Study. We take prayer requests and 
praises in order to pray together and share each other's burdens. Our 
study of the scripture is based on reading that has been done during the 
week. For example, the students read John 3 and we studied the mean-
ing of being born again on Sunday night. The goal is to help our students 
create healthy habits of Bible study and prayer. Sunday nights spur the 
students on in their personal study.
You can always count on something crazy happening on Sunday nights! 
Whether it's seeing who can sort their m&m's the fastest, seeing how 
many students fit into a shopping cart, or seeing who can do the most 

upside down push-ups... you have to come see what is 
going on!
If you want to be a sponsor on Sunday nights, please 
contact Genna and join us! If you are interested in 
providing dinner, please contact Karen Romig at 
romig2000@msn.com.

Youth Ministry

Fun at iFly 2019

Youth Goes to Tampa for iFly Experience!

The Youth Program is in full swing and growing!
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November 17th, the 
youth will have a 
Traveling Thanksgiving 
Feast. Genna Sarikoki 
is looking for hous-
es to host the youth 
for one portion of the 
meal. We need houses 
for appetizers, soup, 
salad, main dish, and 
dessert. If you would 
be willing to open your 
home to the youth for 
approx. 30 minutes to 
serve a portion of the 
meal, let Genna know!

Youth Group is for 
students in 6-12th 
grade and meets 

every Sunday night 
from 6-8pm.

For more infor-
mation, contact 

Genna Sarikoki at 
gsarikoki@venice-

pres.org
Fun at iFly 2019

Traveling 
Thanksgiving Feast



Mission & Outreach

Misión Peniel began as a pastoral 
ministry of charity and service, pro-
viding food, clothing, fellowship and 
emergency support to farmworkers 
in Immokalee, Florida in September 
of 2006. Beginning in 2013, Misión 
Peniel became a ministry of Peace 
River Presbytery while continuing to be 
a vehicle for people of faith to respond 
to a call for compassionate service 
to complement the focus on social 
justice provided so aptly through the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers. 
Under the leadership of Pastor Miguel 
Estrada, Misión Peniel addresses the 
isolation and injustice among migrant 
workers in Immokalee and provides 
support to them through spiritual and 
material care. They bring together 
people of faith and compassion to 
act with farm workers to achieve 
fundamental change in their living and 
working conditions.
Every Friday, somewhere between 300 
and 700 meals are served to migrant 
farmworkers.
Every week, pastoral care is provided 
to farmworkers, including counseling, 
hospital visitation, and assistance in 
orienting migrants to a new culture.

Every month, about 60 volunteers 
serve at the mission.
Every year, several tons of clothes and 
food are provided to farmworkers and 
their families.

HOW CAN PEOPLE HELP?
Donate Items on the Critical Needs 
List on the website, www.venicepres.
org, volunteer and join us on the mis-
sion trip, Friday, October 18.
Venice Presbyterian Church hosts 
day-long mission trips to Misión 
Peniel several times a year. This is 
an excellent way to participate in an 
off campus mission outreach and an 
opportunity to get to know other VPC 
members. You should expect a long 
day, departing late in the morning 
and spending 4-5 hours standing and 
working. You will serve food to local 
residents, sort and distribute clothing, 
wash cooking equipment, and take 
inventory of food and pantry supplies.

September Monthly Mission Partner (MMP)
Mission Peniel

To support the Monthly Mission Partners, 
please add your donation to the yellow 
envelopes in the pews. Your continued 
support is a life-line to these families in 
Christ. We appreciate your support.
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Mision Peniel
Looking for ways to 
be the hands and feet 
of Christ? On Friday, 
October 18 a group 
of VPC volunteers 
will carpool to Mision 
Peniel in Immokalee, 
Florida to distribute 
clothing and serve 
food to migrant farm 
workers. We will meet 
at VPC at 11:00 and 
return to the church at 
approximately 8:00 pm 
Previous volunteers 
have returned tired, 
but changed by the 
experience and grate-
ful for the opportunity 
to show God’s love to 
others. Please consid-
er joining us!
Sign up in the Glass 
House beginning 
October 1st, or contact 
Laura Saye 
sayet392@aol.com 
269-339-5907
A current donation 
needs list will be post-
ed next to the sign-up 
sheet.

3 Cents A Meal
On the last Sunday of 
the month, Septem-
ber 29, please visit 
Christine Hart at the 
table in the narthex 
and exchange or pick 
up a food container. 
All money collected 
supports the local food 
banks. Every penny 
counts.

Passion Play
Seventeen seats have opened 
up on the once in a lifetime 
opportunity to see the Passion 
Play! Join us from June 24 – 
July 4, 2020 as we explore Austria, Germany, and the 
Czech Republic visiting places like Belvedere Place, 
Karnter Ring, Melk, TCM International (one of VPC’s 
Mission Partners) Mirabel Gardens, Church of St. 
Peter, Mozart monument, Getredegasse, Linderhof 
Castle, see the ancient Jewish Quarter, and of course 
the Passion Play. It promises to be an adventure 
of a lifetime. For more information please pick up 
a brochure in the Narthex! All reservations must be 
in by November 1, 2019 with a $500.00 deposit. If 
you have questions please contact Fred and Cindy 
Gossman at: fredandcindy123@verizon.net or 513-
836-6839.

The dates for the stove team for this next year are 
March 14th - 23rd. Dates were chosen to sync as 
much as possible with the Sarasota County school 
vacation schedule so that interested students will 
only miss one day of school. We anticipate that 
the trip will otherwise be very similar to last year in 
terms of location, housing, and a cost of approx-
imately $1000 plus airfare ($600 plus or minus). 
Although March seems a long way away we need 
to have the team formed by the end of November. 
For more information contact Lois or Jim Weeks at 
jimloisweeks@yahoo.com

Stove Team Trip: Dates announced



Family Promise
Family Promise is an organization that helps 
people with children who have lost their housing. 
The program gives a hand up to these families by 
educating parents to better manage their finances 
and create a more stable lifestyle. If they have lost 
their job they assist them in finding employment or 
better jobs. While they are in the program the fam-
ilies save money to pay first, last, and deposits for 
their future homes. While the families stay on local 

church campuses they are enabled to save money to be out in front of their bills 
as they grow to be financially educated and independent. The Family Promise 
staff is committed to come alongside the families for 2 years, even after they are 
in their new rental home to create firmly established, successful family units.

Volunteer Opportunities for Family Promise
September 8th-15th and future visits

Set-up Team

• Set up the rooms in the Family Life 
Center and arrange them to fit the 
needs of the guest families. 

• Set up tables and chairs in the 
kitchen area.

• Break down the rooms in the Fami-
ly Life Center.

Food & Mealtime Team

• Making or purchasing a child 
friendly nutritious evening meal.

• Deliver to Family Life Center by 
6pm

• This may be done by one individual 
or you may form your own group to 
prepare this meal  

Evening Host Team

• Set out the food at 5:50-6pm.
• Welcome the families at the door
• Begin mealtime with a prayer of 

thanksgiving.
• Eat and enjoy conversation with 

the families and clean up after 
dinner.

• Wait for the overnight team to 
arrive at 8:30.

Activities Team

• Set-up games, books, crafts, mov-
ies, etc. after church on the first 
Sunday.

• May participate on a special event 
night.

Overnight Sleeper Team 
Evening

• Arrive at 8:30pm and stay over-
night in a private room.

• Find out what time the families will 
be getting up to get ready for their 
day and set our alarm accordingly.

Morning
• Strip your bed and put linens in the 

laundry basket provided in your 
room.

• Wipe down the kitchen area and 
take the garbage to the dumpster.

• Lock the front door and exit by the 
side door.

Please sign up in the glass house or 
contact Gayle Thompson at gaylecat@
netscape.net to become a part of this 
worthy mission
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JULY MMP
CAM (Community Assistance 

Ministry)
The mission of the Community Assis-
tance Ministry (CAM) is to meet the 
urgent needs of the residents of Venice 
and Nokomis, FL and the homeless, 
with dignity and respect. Many of those 
served find themselves in the situation 
of having to decide between paying 
rent or putting food on the table for 
their family. Through food donations 
from the community, church mem-
bers, and various “food partners” from 
whom we purchase food at a discount, 
we do what we can to make their 
choice a little easier. 
CAM believes that the spiritual and 
emotional needs of their guests must 
be met, as well as the physical. To help 
meet these needs, they have Stephen 
Ministers on site to offer prayer, sup-
port, and counseling.
CAM provides the indigent in our area 
with a place they can come to that is 
safe and offers fellowship and a sense 
of community. They are treated with 
dignity and respect, are given a hot 
lunch, food to take home and an oppor-
tunity to interact in a meaningful way 
with Stephen Ministers.
CAM provides a hot lunch Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday, as well as 
food to take home (enough to prepare 
3 meals a day for 9 days). As well as 
limited financial assistance is provided 
when available.
CAM is manned by volunteers who give 
freely of their time each week. With 
only one part time paid staff member it 
is essential to have committed volun-
teers. There are volunteer positions for 
everyone who wants to serve.

AUGUST MMP
Center of Hope

To minister to all who enter our 
doors by bringing hope where 
there is hopelessness. 
Their primary services are to 
provide food, clothing, counseling 
and referrals.
Center of Hope serves those 
who designate a need in South 
County, Florida such as veterans, 
working class poor, the homeless, 
single-parent households and all 
who are struggling financially, 
emotionally and physically.
Financial and Food donations. 
Donations accepted Thursday and 
Friday, 8am-12pm and there is a 
collection box in back of bldg. for 
after hours. Center for Hope relies 
solely on volunteers, there is no 
paid staff. We welcome volun-
teers, please fill out application 
onsite. We also welcome corpo-
rate sponsorship.
Join Center of Hope for 
their annual Fall Festival and 
Fundraiser, November 9 from 
11am 4pm
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Fruits of the Spirit Family Night
September 6, 6-8pm

Trunk or Treat
October 25th, 6-8pm

Kid’s Corner Thanksgiving Breakfast
November 24th, 11am

Super Hero Themed
Parent’s Night Out

February 7th, 6-8pm

Family Olympics Night
March 6th, 6-8pm

Easter Egg Hunt
April 4, 10am

Family Fiesta
May 1, 6-8pm


